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President’s Message from Pierre LaCaze
Dear LSTA Members,
I hope everyone is having an awesome start to their summer. As educators it is hard to take a
break. As we start to take a break and reflect, our mind begins to fill with thoughts of next
school year. We begin to think of what worked and didn’t work this school year and what
needs to change for next school year. We begin planning activities that make a positive impact
on our students.
This issue of the LASER delivers information on a number of summer programs for teachers,
students and families. Programs offered by our partners in science education provide us with
opportunities to share ideas and build a network of colleagues interested in developing our
skills as educators and increasing our capacity to bring engaging experiences to our students.
I encourage every LSTA member to share their summer experiences with the LSTA regional
representative as an opportunity to increase the success of the program.
In an effort to help you prepare for next year we will have a coffee talk in July. This talk will focus on the QSM Grant. The
QSM (Quality Science and Mathematics) Grant provides classroom teachers the opportunity to fund projects for their
classroom. This is a great way to obtain resources to implement an impactful project for your students. We hope this,
along with our other upcoming coffee talks would help you and your class this upcoming school year.
Please also keep an eye out for other exciting things we are planning for next school year. Have a great and restful
summer.
Sincerely,

Pierre LaCaze
LSTA President
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Complimentary LSTA Membership
LSTA understands how difficult these times are for science educators. We want to show that we are with you by doing our
part to provide information about as many resources and opportunities that will help to alleviate some of the strain you
may be feeling. Please click the link below to fill out an online form to register for your complimentary membership to
LSTA effective until December 31, 2022. Please share this offer with colleagues.
LSTA Complimentary Membership Form

LSTA Outstanding Science Teachers of the Year
The Louisiana Science Teachers Association Outstanding Science Teacher of the Year Awards are presented to science
educators who demonstrate exemplary science teaching. This might include but is not restricted to development of
instructional materials or curriculum or fostering school-based instructional programs. The honorees must have at least
five years of classroom experience. LSTA designated three Outstanding Science Teachers of the Year for 2021. Each
individual will receive a $400 cash award, a plaque, and recognition at an LSTA awards ceremony. The three 2021 LSTA
Outstanding Science Teachers of the Year are Rosie Cash-Loftis from University Elementary School in Shreveport,
Tyler Dufrene from Hahnville High School in Boutte, and Crissy Giacona from St. Mary’s Dominican High School in New
Orleans. This issue of the LASER will focus on Crissy, our Outstanding Teacher from St. Mary’s Dominican High.
Crissy Giacona has taught science for over seventeen years which includes experience at the middle and secondary
levels. Her 2010 participation in a robotics workshop had a profound effect on her perspective as a science educator.
Her slogan became, “Robots Rule!” She organized and coached FIRST Lego League (FLL), VEX, and FIRST
Technology Challenge (FTC) teams. Her robotics programs were so popular at Dominican that a second FTC team was
added. In addition to her commitment to robotics, Crissy coached Science Olympiad and created Science Saturday
programs for 5th to 7th grade girls. Her dedication to science education is evident in the words of a current student who
said, “I have been a member of the Robotics Team for the past three years. Mrs. Giacona allowed me, as an eighth
grader, to become a member of the First Tech Challenge (ninth through twelfth grade) team. Mrs. Giacona had faith in my
abilities and challenged me to excel. This amazing opportunity inspired me to further pursue my dream of studying
engineering…Without Mrs. Giacona’ s enthusiasm and support, the St. Mary’s Dominican High School Robotics team
would not be the award-winning team it is.” Congratulations, Crissy on your accomplishments.

Crissy Giacona
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Regional News
 Region I 
If you are in Orleans, Jefferson, Plaquemines or St. Bernard Parishes, and you have considered engaging your students
in hands-on scientific inquiry or engineering design, then we have the workshop for you!
Learn about PHENOMENA-BASED APPROACHES TO ENGAGE STUDENTS IN STEM through SCIENCE
AND ENGINEERING competitions, along with the resources available to do so!
Teacher Professional Development Opportunity
Presented by the Greater New Orleans Science Fair, Inc..
Saturday, June 25th, 9AM–1:30PM, Tulane University Campus
Lunch and $100 stipends provided!
($25 BONUS IF ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADMINISTRATOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF YOUR TEAM)
This workshop is designed for teachers whose students have not previously participated in an organized science
and engineering fair.
For details see attached flyer. To register, click HERE!
TOPICS
Why engage your students in science and engineering competitions?
Resources available: STEM Library Lab and Mentoring Program
Greater New Orleans Science Engineering Fair: What is it and what are the outcomes?
How To Find Interesting, Engaging Projects
Taking Advantage of Available Community Connections and Resources
June 22-23: Explore Coding and Robotics with LEGO® Spike Prime Essential* (In-Person at Tulane's Uptown
Campus!) – Grades 1st-4th
Join the Center for K-12 STEM Education team as we learn and play with the Lego® Spike Prime Essential robots!
Expand your coding skills as you learn to use the Spike Prime app and program the Spike Prime Essential robots. You will
also learn about the free LEGO® curriculum available and how to start a First Lego League Explore team at your
school. The two-day in-person professional development workshop will total 10 hours. The 10-hour PD will be for
rookie coaches who want to learn more about FIRST LEGO League Explore, whereas the 8-hour PD is for
teachers who want to learn how to use Spike Prime Essential but have coached a FIRST LEGO League Explore
team before. Teachers will receive a $100 (8 hours) or $150 (10 hours) stipend upon completion of the PD.
Link to sign-up: https://applyprecollege.tulane.edu/register/spike-essential-pd-june-2022
June 29-30: Explore Coding and Robotics with LEGO® Spike Prime* (In-Person at Tulane's Uptown Campus!) –
Grades 4th-8th
Join the Center for K-12 STEM Education team as we learn and play with the Lego® Spike Prime robots! Expand your
coding skills as you learn to use the Spike Prime app and program the Spike Prime robots. You will also learn about
the free LEGO® curriculum available and how to start a First Lego League team at your school. The two-day inperson professional development workshop will total 9-12 hours. The 12-hour PD will be for rookie coaches who
want to learn more about FIRST LEGO League Challenge, whereas the 9-hour PD is for teachers who want to
learn how to use Spike Prime but have coached a FIRST LEGO League Challenge team before. Teachers will
receive a $150 (9 hours) or $200 (12 hours) stipend upon completion of the PD.
Link to sign-up: https://applyprecollege.tulane.edu/register/spike-prime-teacher-pd-june-2022
July 13-14: Integrating Mathematics in Your Science Classroom – Grades 5-8 (VIRTUAL)
Join the Tulane Center for K-12 STEM Education team as we explore how to integrate mathematics concepts and skills in
the science classroom to demonstrate to students how both fields help us better understand our world. The two-day virtual
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professional development workshop will be a mix of synchronous (9:00-11:00 am both days) and asynchronous sessions
and will total 6 hours of time. Teachers will receive a $125 stipend upon completion of the PD.
Link to sign up: https://applyprecollege.tulane.edu/register/virtual-teacher-pd-july-2022

Please submit news for Region 1 to Cecilia Gillam at cgillam@stcharles.k12.la.us.
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 Region II 
Sandra Saye-Foucqueteau is a fifth grade Science teacher at Copper Mill Elementary in
Zachary, Louisiana. She is passionate about Louisiana coastal protection and restoration efforts.
Sandra engages students with both state and national environmental projects.
Her students strive to create new solutions for both natural and man-made issues of localized
flooding from the Mississippi River, Louisiana’s disappearing coastline, as well as global
environmental issues. She has developed a culminating field trip for over 400 students to visit
the newly opened LSU River Center Studies Facility.
Ms. Saye-Foucqueteau lives on sustainable Sunflower Farm and has received Certification from
LSU’s Garden Leadership program. She shares her farm and her travels as classroom
phenomenon. Sandra was selected to attend Lamar University’s “Teaching Environmental
Science Institute”, Texas A&M’s Geology Camp, the Keystone Science’s Environmental Institute, and numerous Louisiana
workshops. She was named the Louisiana Science Teachers Association’s Essie Beck “Rising Star”. In August 2021,
Sandra was selected to be a Fellow in the Louisiana Department of Education’s Louisiana Coastal Fellowship. The
fellowship held bimonthly trainings with Washington State University’s project, Learning in Places, which promotes
equitable, cultural, evidence-based science education in outdoor learning. These continual professional studies help
Sandra instill a love of Earth Science in her students.
Please submit news for Region 2 to Tricia Trinco at tricia.trinco@stpsb.org.

 Region III 

The South Louisiana Wetlands Discovery Center will hold its annual Swamp Camp June 13-17 and June 20-24 for
campers age 9-12. Please contact 985-580-7289 for more information.
Students at Houma Christian School in Mrs. Pat Carlos’ Biology II class completed a fetal pig dissection.

Students from Houma Christian School blasted off rockets as a columniation to their unit on space in Mrs. Wendy
Delgado’s 8th grade science class.
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Please submit news for Region 3 to Wendy Delgado at wendy_delgado@homochristianschool.com.

 Region IV 
Iberia Parish Students Reap the Benefits of QSM Grant

Caption: Students work on a projectile project at Westgate High School.
When Ms. Wanda Milliman, a Math teacher at Westgate High School in New Iberia, applied for a QSM grant from
Louisiana State University’s Gordon A. Cain Center to provide her students with quality math, science, or STEM
instruction, she wasn’t sure if she would receive it. Milliman was hoping to earn money to be able to teach her students
quadratic equations in a novel way.
“It was the first time I applied for a grant and am so excited to get funds to do a hands-on project that connects real life to
mathematics,” Milliman said.
Her project had students shooting rockets and then solving complex problems linked to the projectiles. Through the
rocket launches, students were able to investigate key features of quadratics and observe the relationship between
manipulating formulas, the launching of the projectiles, and the length of time the projectiles spent in the air.
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Caption: Students work on their rocket projectiles at Westgate High School.
With the money she earned from the grant, Milliman was able to implement her project in May. She had students
working together in small groups, with assigned roles including launcher, timer, and data keeper. Students were tasked
with taking the data that was collected and utilizing a projectile function to calculate initial velocity, thus incorporating
STEM elements and science content.
Following the big launch and the data collection, students determined if their calculations were correct, created value
tables from various functions, and plotted values from their choice of function. Ms. Milliman also invited her students to
“stump the teacher” by developing a problem for her to solve given a provided initial velocity.
She was pleased with the outcome of her activity and the with lasting benefits to her students, who often do not see the
connection between the mathematics they learn in the classroom and real life.
“The hopes are that they can remember the fun they had gathering the data and manipulating the real life parts into the
abstract algebraic pieces so they can answer their peers’ questions.”

Caption: From left, Wanda Milliman, Joshua Fontenot, and Baylor Chastant helped to organize the student project.
Please submit news for Region 4 to Annie Barras at kabarras@iberia.k12.la.us.
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 Region V 

There is some news to report from Region 5!
Several teams from region 5 made it to the VEX Robotics Championship tournament in Dallas, Texas in May. Students
from Combre-Fondel Elementary, T.S. Cooley Elementary, Western Heights Elementary, Vinton Middle School, W.W.
Lewis Middle School, Dequincy Elementary, Pearl Watson Elementary, and McNeese State University competed with
thousands of students from over 30 countries. This was the first year that many of these schools had a robotics team. The
students worked so hard and represented themselves, their schools, their district, and Region 5 so incredibly well. It will
be so exciting to see what their future will hold! Congratulations to all the teams!
The City of Lake Charles had partnered with the Robotics Education and Competition Foundation to host several oneweek long robotics camps this summer. Community Development Block Grant is funding these summer camps, but
spaces are limited. There are eligibility requirements must be met in order to be accepted into the programs. Eligibility is
as follows: must be a 3rd or 4th grade student, must live in the City limits of Lake Charles, and must be a member of a low
to moderate income household. The first camp will be at Bellard Hillcrest Community Center on June 13th-17th. The other
locations and dates are at the McMillan Community Center on June 20th-24th, Riverside Community Center on June 27thJuly 1st, and at Lake Charles Boston Region 5 STEM Center on July 18th-22nd. To register, applications are being
accepted on the 5th floor of City Hall at 326 Pujo Street or online at www.cityoflakecharles.com under “Community
Spotlight.”
Calcasieu Parish students participated in a STEM Day celebrating a donation from Sasol to the development of Port
Wonder in Lake Charles. Port Wonder will house the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Science and Education Center.
Three students at FK White Middle School, Priscilla Moncada, Edith Evey, and Cynthia Chulo were selected as 3 students
of 21 out of 1,234 that applied to have experiments sent to the International Space Station. Their experiment, Sunflower
Microgravity Growth, will be tested by astronauts on Mission 16, which will be launched from Florida’s NASA Kennedy
Space Center this year. This is a huge accomplishment of hard work! They really are putting Region 5 on the map!
Young Science Explores Program is a free camp for Middle School Students in grades 5th-8th. Three different camp weeks
are being offered: June 27 – July 1; July 5 - July 8; and July 18 – July 22. The camps will be held from 9am to 12pm at
Lake Charles Boston. To register, fill out the form at https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3tJI6feCEuFnWyvK5o8p2LB4dNKQ7tJkexAgPawKLBUOVoxNktOTzk2Q01WM0pZNjYzVFEzQVNNUC4u&fbclid=IwAR3agA5f5
mRUuu_9p9h1XCTlMwg3o9FHYGTG62-UGRLeDc9qAM99hIZUdME.
Congratulations to all the students, teams, and schools that finished this year strong and represented Region 5 so well in
the world of science! We are so proud of you all, and can’t wait to see what you will accomplish this summer and next
year! I look forward to hearing about more amazing science projects, activities, and programs happening in Region 5.
Please reach out to me at cammie_benoit@camsch.org to share the exciting work being done and/or any news you would
like to share.
St Margaret Catholic School won first in the state and runners up for the nation for the
National Energy education Development and Judy
Reeves the sponsor and Student Scarlet Reeves will
attend the National Youth Awards in Washington DC
Students holding Energy Expo for grades 2-6 grade

St Margaret Catholic School will host a mini Science
Camp The Last week of July for 1st-5th grade students..

Please submit news for Region 5 to Cammie Benoit at cammie_benoit@camsch.org.
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Region VI 


Christine Dupuy recently won Golden Apple Teacher of the Year. This award is given to an excellent teacher in Central
Louisiana. She is a science teacher at Poland Junior High School. While teaching science is her passion, she strives to
make a difference in her students’ lives by coaching robotics, basketball, and softball.
She was nominated for this award by one of her science students. Mrs. Dupuy believes in making science education “a
memorable adventure for students.” Congratulations to Mrs. Dupuy for winning this award.



Please submit news for Region 6 to Dr. Ladale Bernard at ladale.bernard@rpsb.us.


Region VII 

In May, CYBER.ORG hosted its third virtual Regional Autonomous Robotics Circuit competition. Here are the winners of
competition 3:
Elementary School
Middle School/Parallax Division
First Place
First Place
McKinney Byrd Academy, Team 1
Cope Middle School, Team 4
Second Place
Second Place
NSU Elementary Lab, Team 3
Donnie Bickham Middle School, Team 1
Middle School
First Place
Caddo Middle Magnet, Team 1
Second Place
Benton Intermediate, Team 18

High School
First Place
Southwood High School, Team 1
Second Place
Airline High School, Team 3

Stay tuned for more information about RARC 2022-2023.
Caleb Clement, 17 yrs. old from Shreveport, LA has made the Top Ten placement in the Federal Junior Duck Stamp
program. Caleb has represented the state of Louisiana four times as the best of show winner. Congratulations Caleb!


Please submit news for Region 7 to Rosie Cash-Loftis at rbcash@caddoschools.org

 Region VIII 
Region 8 is still busy learning new ways to assess students in ways that are engaging, quick, and informative. One
teacher, Amanda Frost at Riser Middle School had a cellular respiration shuffle “lab” to assess the students’ knowledge
of order of the cycle. The students had to put the steps to cellular respiration in order and explain. This promotes
teamwork, kinesthetic learning, and knowledge of subject matter. Learning and listening to other teachers is a great way
to enhance lessons so our students can obtain the most amount of content.
Summer is not stopping learning in Region 8. Louisiana Tech University is holding Science camps all summer for 6th
through 8th grade students. Students will learn everything from robotics and programming to sound and will even
participate in a Science Olympiad. It will be held June 13-17, June 27- July 1, July 11-15, and July 25-29 with the cost of
$100 per camp. Registration can be done online at http://tinyurl.com/2022stemcamps. Any questions or further
information please contact Chris Campbell at ctc@latech.edu. On the teacher's side, Lincoln Parish and Ouachita
Parish will be working together this summer in July to focus on the sixth grade OpenSciEd curriculum and assessments.
-11-
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Mrs. Frost Cellular Respiration shuffle
Cathi Cox-Boniol (Region 8 LaSTEM Center, Louisiana Tech University) and Missy Wooley (Lincoln Parish STEM
Center) facilitated a two-day OpenSciEd professional development experience for Lafourche Parish middle school
teachers before returning to complete a four-day session. Missy hosted a STEM Day at the Lincoln Parish STEM Center
and released the complete schedule for the Center’s upcoming summer STEM Camps. Congratulations to Cathi and Dr.
Bill Deese (Louisiana Tech University) who were awarded one of four LA EPSCoR (Louisiana Established Program to
Stimulate Competitive Research) grants throughout Louisiana for their “Making a CASE (Collaborating Around STEM
Engagement) for Middle Grades” proposal. Part of the Louisiana Materials Design Alliance (LAMDA) Seed Funding for
STEM Outreach, the project will bring 100 middle grades students to the Tech campus for demonstrations with Dr. Deese
as well as interactions with STEM professionals and tours of innovative STEM spaces on campus. Cathi attended the
International Technology and Engineering Educators Association (ITEEA) in Orlando, Florida, and presented sessions on
“Leveraging LaSTEM Hubs” and “Sizzling Summer STEM.” While there, Cathi was recognized during the President’s
Leadership Breakfast as the Region 2 Outstanding Affiliate Representative for facilitating outstanding growth within
Louisiana. Region 2 is the East Central part of the United States and includes Alabama, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Michigan, Mississippi, Ohio, Tennessee, Ontario and Quebec. In addition, she was also honored as
Outstanding State/Province Leader by the Council for STEM Leadership within ITEEA in recognition of her leadership as
well as service to the profession. Cathi was also selected as Secretary/Treasurer of CSL and to honor her role in
promoting excellence in preparation and excellence in practice, was invited for initiation into Epsilon Pi Tau, the
International Honorary for Professions in Technology and the official honor society for ITEEA.
Please submit news for Region 8 to Marci Bryant at marcibryant@opsb.net.
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Professional Development Opportunities and Resources
Louisiana Science Leaders Corner
Science Leaders’ Corner Are you a district science supervisor, science content specialist, science master
teacher, Teacher Leader or science coach? If so, consider becoming a member of LASL, the affiliate of the
National Science Education Leadership Association (NSELA).
Recommended reading for all leaders in science education is the May Journal of the National School Boards
Association The State Board Standard.
https://www.nasbe.org/category/the-standard/
May 2022 — Volume 22, No. 2
Advancing Math and Science Instruction
Advancing math and science education entails doing something different so it is possible for all students to
achieve mastery. The science articles are a must read. The science professional associations have been
calling out the importance of science in the elementary grades for decades. The journal has an outstanding
editorial on the critical need for equitable access to elementary science. Don’t miss the article by the
Mississippi student board member who identifies five actions to increase STEM success. There are additional
well written pieces on science teaching and policy. After reading you may wish to contact your district board or
BESE member to open a discussion on what is being done and what you feel should be happening in science
education in Louisiana.
All science leaders should consider downloading a FREE copy of the recently released National Academies publication
Science and Engineering in Preschool Through Elementary Grades: Download the report The Brilliance of Children
and the Strengths of Educators
“Starting in early childhood, children are capable of learning sophisticated science and engineering concepts and engage
in disciplinary practices. They are deeply curious about the world around them and eager to investigate the many
questions they have about their environment. Educators can develop learning environments that support the
development and demonstration of proficiencies in science and engineering, including making connections across the
contexts of learning, which can help children see their ideas, interests, and practices as meaningful not just for school,
but also in their lives. Unfortunately, in many preschool and elementary schools science gets relatively little attention
compared to English language arts and mathematics. In addition, many early childhood and elementary teachers do not
have extensive grounding in science and engineering content.”
There are several associated papers also well worth the reading
.
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Louisiana Art and Science Museum
LASM 360
Is all of this rainy weather keeping you indoors? You can still visit the Louisiana Art & Science Museum right from your
couch! Check out LASM 360, the first immersive virtual museum and planetarium experience of its kind.
Experience LASM virtually using your computer, phone, tablet, or VR headset! Winner of 225 Magazine's Best of 225
Award for "Best Virtual Event or Experience," LASM 360 allows you to explore our 75,000 square foot building, tour our
galleries and view objects in stunning high resolution, watch a show in our Irene W. Pennington Planetarium, and so much
more.
Field trips and group tours are in full swing at the Louisiana Art & Science Museum!
Groups can now book an Irene W. Pennington Planetarium show plus tours of two galleries:
• Solar System Gallery
• Ancient Egypt Gallery
• Main Art Galleries (Iridescence and Our Louisiana)
If you interested in booking a tour, contact Education Liasion, Knick Moore, at reservations@lasm.org.

Learning Blade®
Learning Blade®, a STEM, Computer Science, and CTE resource is available FREE statewide in Louisiana through a
joint venture of the Louisiana Board of Regents, LaSTEM, the Boeing Company, the Louisiana Dept. of Education and the
Foundation for East Baton Rouge School System.
Learning Blade’s over 400 online interactive lessons include over 100 science-related lessons that are aligned to state
science academic standards for grades 5-9. Students are exposed to hundreds of unique STEM/CS/CTE-related careers
and technologies while reviewing academics. See Mission Outlines.
Learning Blade also recently added the New Introduction to Coding course which includes over 20 hours of coursework
aimed at 7th-8th graders but can also be used for other grade levels.
Sign up for your free Louisiana Learning Blade account today by filling out the form at www.LearningBlade.com/LA.*
Email us at info@learningblade.com to set up training or to learn more.
*Note: Learning Blade is free to all Parishes/Districts upon the signing at the Parish/District level of the Student Data
Sharing Agreement.

Think Summer Camps @ LSU Pre-College
Check out the top-notch educational experiences for 6th-12th grade students this summer.
From biology to math to engineering, even foreign languages, there's something for everyone. A
new offering this year is eSports! If you are interested in learning how an esports team operates
or potential career pathways in the esports and video game industry, this is the course for you.
Attendees will of course play games, but explore topics like game design, streaming, and pc
building, plus many other skills. Learn more. https://precollege.lsu.edu/courses
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Lesley Meaux Named 2022 Louisiana Outstanding Biology Teacher.
The National Association of Biology Teachers (NABT) has named Lesley Meaux
of Parkview Baptist School as the 2022 Louisiana Outstanding Biology Teacher
Award winner. She will be honored at the 2022 Annual Conference of NABT in
Indianapolis in November.

Lesley is a Biology, AP Biology, and Forensics teacher at Parkview Baptist
School. She received her BS in Animal Science from Louisiana State University
and MS in Biological Sciences from Mississippi State University. Outside the classroom, Lesley contributes to science
education by acting as a sponsor for the Outdoors Club and participating in the Coastal Roots Program through LSU.
Her coworkers describe Lesley as “an exceptional, dynamic science instructor with a passion for her content and her
students” and say that she constantly “fosters a sense of curiosity in her students”. Lesley’s students say that she
“skillfully adapted her lessons to ensure that they continued learning even during the COVID-19 pandemic” and that every
student feels special going into her classroom. There is no doubt that Mrs. Meaux has made a huge impact upon the
students at Parkview Baptist School.

The National Association of Biology Teachers and Louisiana Association of Biology Educators are extremely proud to
recognize the contributions made by Lesley Meaux. Such accomplishments and awards should make Lesley’s school
and the entire state of Louisiana proud. She is a priceless member of our education community.

Integrating Mathematics in Your Science Classroom – Grades 5-8 (VIRTUAL)
Join the Tulane Center for K-12 STEM Education team as we explore how to integrate mathematics concepts and skills in
the science classroom to demonstrate to students how both fields help us better understand our world. The two-day virtual
professional development workshop held on July 13th and 14th will be a mix of synchronous (9:00-11:00 am both days)
and asynchronous sessions and will total 6 hours of time. Teachers will receive a $125 stipend upon completion of the
PD.
Link to sign up: https://applyprecollege.tulane.edu/register/virtual-teacher-pd-july-2022
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Kenner Planaterium
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Chemical Education Foundation

FREE VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS!
https://www.chemed.org/programs/essential-elements/
(Be sure those participating complete the pre and post survey for each workshop completed
and select "Cathi Cox-Boniol" as the referral on the drop-down option for Louisiana gets
credit for the engagement!)
Essential Elements is based on the 5E learning cycle approach to teaching, which is based in the theory of
constructivism. Through this cycle, students build their own understanding of new concepts from both prior
and new experiences. Each part of the cycle describes a phase of learning: engage, explore, explain,
elaborate, and evaluate. During an Essential Elements workshop, educators are guided through a full 5E
learning cycle using a lesson from the Activity Guides. The virtual workshops below are offered at NO
COST and available for teachers to work through on their own schedule!
Introduction to the 5E Learning Model
Click here to access the registration page for this
workshop.
Weather and Sustainability
Click here to access the registration page for this workshop
Life Sciences
Click here to access the registration page for this workshop
Space
Click here to access the registration page for this workshop
Click this link to get a flyer to help spread the word about
this free-to-use resource designed for educators.
Please remember to have teachers complete the pre
and post survey for each workshop completed and
select "Cathi Cox-Boniol" as the Louisiana referral for
this national opportunity.
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LASM Announces Return of Free First Sundays

Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary
Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary is hosting their 10th annual virtual Thunder Bay International Film Festival
(TBIFF), a celebration of our ocean and Great Lakes with nearly 100 films! Produced in partnership with the International
Ocean Film Festival, TBIFF is a virtual experience including online film screenings and Q&A sessions with filmmakers,
scientists, and ocean and Great Lakes stewards.
Now in its 10th year, TBIFF showcases new, independent ocean and Great Lakes films from all over the world. Themes
range from adventure and science to marine life and coastal cultures. Films are selected to not only entertain audiences
but also inspire people to participate in environmental and stewardship efforts in our ocean and Great Lakes.
To start your film festival experience, visit: https://watch.eventive.org/thunderbay2022

STEM education nonprofit ChemTalk makes chemistry accessible to everyone
ChemTalk reimagines chemistry education, launching the ChemTalk website and social media channels.
ChemTalk, a grassroots 501(c)(3) science education and outreach non-profit based in Thousand Oaks, CA, announced
today the official launch of the organization and the ChemTalk website, To date, the all-volunteer organization has
received donations from several organizational and private donors including the American Chemical Society and CABRI
foundation, and today launched a $50,000 GoFundMe fundraising campaign.
Over 60 high-school and college students from across North America have participated in ChemTalk’s national internship
program, becoming advocates for science while honing their own skills and knowledge. This number is expected to climb
exponentially over the next 12 months.
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In the ten months since ChemTalk’s website was created, traffic has climbed to over 93,000 visitors per month, making it
one of the fastest-growing education websites of 2021.
Social media channels were launched on TikTok, Instagram, Twitter, Youtube, Facebook, and LinkedIn. One video,
possibly the first video to show a maze being solved by chemistry using a pH gradient, received over 800,000 views on
their new TikTok channel. The ChemTalk podcast has interviewed over a dozen professors, scientists, and Nobel
laureates to expose young people to role models, early in their lives.
ChemTalk is located in Southern California in the heart of a burgeoning biotech and life-science cluster growing in the
region surrounding biotech giant Amgen. Brent Reinke, Founder and Chairman of the Bioscience Alliance located in
nearby Westlake Village, CA, stated that "It's exciting to see a fast-growing STEM education nonprofit located right in the
middle of our region's rapidly expanding life science cluster. ChemTalk's mission fits extremely well with the goals of BSA.
That's why we are excited to announce the organizations have agreed to become sponsors of one another to further
support our mutual efforts. ChemTalk will play an integral role in ensuring there are highly sought after STEM workers for
the growing number of young companies in our area."
ChemTalk received donations from the American Chemical Society (Los Padres Chapter), CABRI Foundation (Cayman
Chemical), KPM Accelerate, Bluewater Travel, and Ortheus Inc, a great show of support for a brand new grass-roots
organization. They have already raised 25% of the $50,000 GoFundMe goal to fund their operations and programs for the
next several months.
In addition to fundraising through donors and sponsors, ChemTalk is actively seeking writers, volunteers, partners, and
advisory board members. Achieving ChemTalk’s fundraising goals will allow it to easily reach over 2,000,000 students in
2022, helping to create the next generation of the STEM workforce.
ChemTalk Contact
Scott Gietler
Executive Director
scottg@chemistrytalk.org 310-904-3112

Youth Wetlands Program Online Learning Platform
Youth Wetlands Program online learning platform was now available. Teachers can sign up for free to gain access to
lesson, activities, and other distance-learning resources. I’m including a link to the press release that went out from LSU
AgCenter about the site. (https://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/jmorgan/articles/page1611327199513)

NEEF Watershed Sleuth Challenge
The Watershed Sleuth Challenge
With NEEF’s Watershed Sleuth Challenge, students will learn more about their local watershed—what it is, why it’s
important, and what they can do to help protect it—as they earn badges at each level of this three-part course
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New and Updated Resources for OpenSciEd Middle School Pilot
To assist teachers, schools, and systems with piloting OpenSciEd for middle school, the Department has updated existing
resources and released new pacing documents.
These resources include
● Grade 6 and Grade 7 pilot guides updated with pacing guidance for the first three units in each grade;
● Grade 7 and Grade 8 pilot guides updated with links to newly released public units;
● OpenSciEd Distance Learning guidance updated to include Grade 8 Natural Selection; and
● OpenSciEd Purchasing and Professional Development updated kit purchasing information for revised units.
Additionally, ten units are now available in the National Instructional Materials Access Center (NiMAC) Inventory with
more coming soon.
Please contact STEM@la.govwith questions.

Sankofa Wetland Park

LIGO Middle School Professional Development
A great middle school science teacher professional development coming up in July (19-21). The experience is all paid,
including hotel (for out-of-town teachers) and the opportunity to bring a field trip back to LIGO later in the year. The
experience is limited to the first 20 teachers to sign up.

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=d758zndbb&oeidk=a07ej8yi8iz055d8a74
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Coding for Marine Science Teacher Workshop
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What's New at Project WET?
The school year is in full swing and teachers and community educators everywhere are using Project WET to inspire
future water stewards. Without these outstanding educators, Project WET would not be able to reach millions of people
worldwide with science-based, interactive water education each year. That's why we're launching our first-ever Project
WET Educator of the Year competition.
If you or someone you know is making an impact in your community through Project WET, click here to learn how they
could win a month of access to our new digital learning experience WETconnect for the educator and up to 200 students!
Become a WaterStar School
Is your school ready to dive into Project WET? Our new WaterStar Schools program is an interdisciplinary approach to
water education featuring curriculum training and ongoing professional development for teachers, hands-on activities via
WETconnect for students, and official certification to show the world that your school cares about our sustainable water
future.
LEARN MORE NOW
Climate Education for All
We are excited to announce a new self-paced, online climate training pack for educators! Participants will receive a
printed copy of our Climate, Water & Resilience educator guide along with WETconnect access to an enhanced digital
version of the guide, hands-on climate education training, and our full library of virtual lessons and student activity
booklets.
BECOME A TRAINED CLIMATE EDUCATOR
Try WETconnect for Free
With WETconnect, students are engaged in hands-on learning and self-led discovery, online or offline. Water education
comes to life with e-books, interactive lessons, games, quizzes, and more. Educators and students connect with one
another and the world around them. Now everyone can experience Project WET's award-winning water education
publications and activities anytime, anywhere
LEARN MORE AND START YOUR FREE TRIAL

STEM Resources from the US Department of Education
The US Department of Education has recently shared two resources that may be useful supporting STEM learning.
● Data.gov is a database with over 335,221 real-world datasets from a variety of sources updated weekly and connected
to free resources to help show how data shapes our lives.
● STEM Rising from the US Department of Energy features a monthly newsletter, social media connections, virtual
learning resources, college workshops, and online career resources.
Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions.
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New Self-Paced Science Professional Learning Modules Available Now
To assist teachers, schools, and systems with implementation of high-quality science curricula, the Department has
released three self-paced learning modules. These resources are designed to fit flexibly in a variety of professional
learning formats. Modules may be accessed individually for an “at your own pace” style of PD or delivered by Content
Leaders or other science leaders to drive professional learning and facilitate collaborative conversations. Learning
modules are focused on the topics below and are available now.
● Science Instructional Model and Planning Guide
● Productive Science Talk and Planning for Discussion
● Leveraging Student Resources in Science
Each module includes a brief description, video, slide deck, and associated handouts.
Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions.

Interact with PC's New Education Videos!
Join Pontchartrain Conservancy's Education Department in a series of videos that encourage participants to learn more
about their local environment. These videos are interactive, with places for viewers to pause and answer questions, make
predictions, or design and test their own experiments. Students and anyone interested are invited to participate in fun
interactive ways, from writing down answers to building models!
There are currently four videos in the series that cover an array of environmental topics. The Coastal Land Loss Video
Survey explains what the primary causes of land loss are and what can be done about it. The Ecosystems of the
Pontchartrain Basin Survey covers what an ecosystem is and the animals and plants that live in ecosystems near the
Pontchartrain Basin. The Hydrological Modifications Video Survey explains what hydrological modifications are and their
main functions. The MLODS Video Survey teaches the Multiple Line of Defense strategy and its impacts on coastal
communities. https://scienceforourcoast.org/pc-programs/education/interactive-videos/
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GNO STEM Summer Teacher PD and STEM Camps
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Shell Awards
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Introducing NSTA's Daily Do
Teachers and families across the country are facing a new reality of providing opportunities for students to do science
through distance and home learning. The Daily Do is one of the ways NSTA is supporting teachers and families with this
endeavor.
Each weekday, NSTA will share a sensemaking task teachers and families can use to engage their students in authentic,
relevant science learning.
Check out the NSTA Daily Do here. This week we will have resources for all ages, kicking off with separate activities for
elementary and secondary students where they are using and developing a model of social distancing to understand how
it slows the spread of the coronavirus.

NASA EXPRESS
NASA EXPRESS features updates from NASA and STEM associates about workshops,
internships, and fellowships; applications for grants or collaborations; promotions for student
and educator opportunities; online professional development; and other announcements.

Climate Change and You!
Tuesday, July 12 & Wednesday, July 13, 2022 | 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
UNO Oliver St. Pe’/TRAC Center
Middle school teachers will embark on a journey through a middle school unit focusing on climate change
where students engage in activities addressing causes and effects of and potential solutions to climate
change to empower them to take action to impact critical issues facing our global and local communities.
Participating teachers will experience the lessons as a student, interact with other participants to share
implementation ideas, and receive a Teacher’s Guide for this NGSS and Phenomena-Based unit funded by the
National Geographic Society.
Upon completion of the two-day workshop, teachers will receive a $150 stipend. There is a $20 deposit
that will be refunded to teachers upon completion of the PD. Space is limited, so sign up now! Preference will
be given to classroom middle school science/STEM teachers.

Click Here to Register
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Energy Ventrure Camp
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Free Backpacks and School Supplies
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