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Hello LSTA family. I hope this finds you and your family safe and healthy. This is a time of
uncertainty for all of us. As educators, not having the answers to share with your students and
family can be very stressful. Please know that we are with you.
In such unprecedented times of challenge, I have seen such amazing accounts of positivity,
kindness, and sense of togetherness. Even though we are unable to gather together in the
physical sense, I have seen people lift each other up through social media posts, or by helping
out their neighbors, or volunteering within their community, or just simply taking this time to call
on a friend or loved one they hadn’t spoken to in a while. Families are spending quality time
together and finding creative ways to keep themselves active.
We will make it through this stressful time. We will do it together. We are strong.
I know we all have questions about what will become of this academic year. As we wait for answers to arrive, I want you
to know LSTA will continue to work hard to provide you with as many resources as possible for you to use to supplement
the learning of your students throughout the next few weeks.
Please take a moment to look at the list of educational resources provided in the LASER. We hope you find something
that will help you. Additional information can be found on the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) website as they
provide more information in the upcoming days. Don’t forget to check our Facebook page for lots of innovative ideas,
science news, and latest science education information. https://www.facebook.com/lstascience/
Thank you for all you do. Take care of yourself, your family, and stay safe.
Yours truly,

Dr. Shauna LeBlanc
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LSTA understands how difficult these times are for science educators. We want to show that we are with you by doing our
part to provide information about as many resources and opportunities that will help to alleviate some of the strain you
may be feeling. Please click the link below to fill out an online form to register for your complimentary membership to
LSTA (*effective now until February 28, 2021).
LSTA Complimentary Membership Form

NSTA is offering help to you during this COVID-19 struggle
To support all educators during this difficult time, NSTA is offering a free 30-day membership, providing you with access
to more than 12,000 digital professional learning resources and tools. Simply create an account here and start developing
your own personalized digital learning experience.

NSTA Area Conference: EnGULF Science Education

Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching
The PAEMST Team has been monitoring the COVID-19 situation closely and realizes that teachers across the country
have been significantly impacted by this virus through school closures. For those of you that are considering submitting an
application for PAEMST, not being in the classroom provides an added challenge, especially around the video
component.
We want to give all teachers, regardless of their state or jurisdiction, a fair opportunity to apply for PAEMST. Therefore,
we have decided to delay the deadline to submit your PAEMST application to October 26, 2020. However, in order
to submit by this new deadline, you must have completed eligibility by May 1, 2020. We recommend working on all
components of your application that you can complete now, including the Written Response sections that do not deal with
your lesson, and working on your video when possible.
With this new extension, you have three options for recording your video component:
• If you have already recorded a video, or are still teaching in the classroom, you can use a video from this current
school year.
•

If you are teaching virtually, you can record and submit a video of you working with your students via Zoom,
WebEx, or another collaborative platform.

•

If you are unable to facilitate either of the above items, you can record a video next fall once you are in the
classroom again.
-4-
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We will be continuing our Applicant Webinar series, including our next webinar scheduled for 3:00pm Eastern time on
Tuesday, March 24th. Click the Application Webinars link to access the full list of webinars and register for the webinar(s)
that you would like to attend.
If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to us at info@paemst.org. We are here to help!
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 Region I 
Jean May-Brett recently received the 2020 Cheniere Advocate Award. This award on behalf of Cheniere Energy and the
REC Foundation is to honor dedication in advancing stem education for the students and teachers of Calcasieu
Parish. The award presentation was held during the opening ceremonies of the 2020 Louisiana State VEX Robotics
Championship, hosted by Cheniere Energy, LAIA, Lake Charles Toyota, Scion Esports, Cameron Communication, and
McNeese State University's College of Math, Science and Engineering.
Belle Chasse High School’s Coastal Restoration club recently partnered with the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana
and Buras Councilman Richie Blink to plant 170 cypress saplings in Plaquemines Parish. This project was the
culmination of two years of efforts growing the trees from seedlings in the school greenhouse and involved many students
from James Head’s Agricultural Science classes in the maintenance and planting of the trees to protect local wetlands.

Please submit news for Region 1 to Casey McMann at cmcmann@ppsb.org.

 Region II 
The St. Tammany Parish Adopt-a-Pond Program is a dynamic program in
partnership with St. Tammany Parish Public Schools, St. Tammany Parish Government,
and LSU Ag Center/Sea Grant. Classes from Boyet Jr. High, Fontainebleau Jr. High,
Madisonville Jr. High, Slidell Jr. High, Covington High School, Fontainebleau High
School and Salmen High School were able to participate in this project which
cultivates awareness of the critical roles developed ponds play in water quality, water
storage, wetland habitat, and other attributes ponds provide. On the field trips, students
were able to participate in hands on learning developed to show the dynamic role local
ponds play in watershed management, and why vegetative plantings will improve water
quality to regional waterways connecting to the Gulf of Mexico. Students were able to
conduct experiments focused on water quality testing, vegetative planting, and ecological monitoring.
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The LSU Geology Department is offering a hybrid online telecourse with a field camp component May 26- July 27 near
Colorado Springs, Colorado. Any questions about applying for this course can be directed to Dr. Amy Luther, the LSU
Field Camp Director at aluther@lsu.edu. More information is located on the LSU Introductory Geology Field Camp site.
Please submit news for Region 2 to Dr. Bianca Deliberto at bianca.deliberto@zacharyschools.org.
 Region III 
Rayemona Boyd from Terrebonne High School wrote a
grant named "Data Quest" which was funded by Chevron and
the
Saints
Organization
and
administered
through Terrebonne Foundation for Academic Excellence
(TFAE) for $14,400.92. She purchased Vernier Lab Quest 2
data collection devices and probes to enhance science
instruction at my school. These devices and probes can
collect many different types of data, such as temperature,
dissolved oxygen, carbon dioxide, pH, and drops to neutralize
solutions, just to name a few.
The students in Ms. Boyd’s Chemistry II class are using the
Lab Quest 2 devices for the first time and are learning how
the temperature probe works with the data collection/graphing
process.
Construction to begin on Student Resilience Projects
The Wetlands Discovery Center is proud to announce that construction of student-created resilience projects begins this
month! Environmental science classes at each of Terrebonne Parish’s public high schools worked through curriculum
covering coastal challenges and resilience planning in order to create resilience projects for their school. H. L. Bourgeois
High School, Ellender Memorial High School, South Terrebonne High School and Terrebonne High School were each
awarded $10,000 to fund construction.

Project Resilience is funded by the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine’s Gulf Research
Program and is a collaboration between the South Louisiana Wetlands Discovery Center and the UCAR Center for
Science Education.
Please submit news for Region 3 to Wendy Delgado at wendy_delgado@houmachristianschool.com.
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Students in St. Martin Parish have been engaging in some kinesthetic learning while investigating shadows. Fifth grade

science teacher Nichole Airhart helped her students understand the concept of shadows changing direction
and length throughout the day, by making chalk drawings at 8:10 am and then again at 11:15 am. The changes
were easy for the students to see, and they felt a strong connection to the lesson.

Please submit news for Region 4 to Annis Barras at kabarras@iberia.k12.la.us.

 Region V 
F.K. White 6th grade students doing a thermal energy experiment

F.K. White 6th grade students doing an experiment on solar energy vs angle activity
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Calcasieu Parish teachers will be posting lessons weekly on their blackboard sites during the break.
Please submit news for Region 5 to Vincent Caldwell at vincent.cadwell@cpsb.org.

 Region VI 

Cancelled due to Coronavirus
The Grant Walker 4-H Educational Center, located in
Pollock, LA., has been a part of the Louisiana 4-H life-skill
building experience since the 1920s. The site was first used
as a camp in 1922 when Rufus Walker donated 10 acres to
LSU. Additional land was acquired, and the site was
designated a 4-H camp in 1935. In 1947, the camp was
recognized as the first permanent 4-H Club camp in the
South.
4-H Summer Camp has touched the lives of thousands of youth in our state. Each year, approximately 6,000 youth and
Camp Counselors, along with adult volunteers, 4-H agents and staff attend ten 4-H Camp sessions. 4-H Summer Camp
provides a unique environment where children from 9 to 11 years old can engage their minds through a hands-on
educational component as well as more traditional recreational camp activities such as archery, canoeing, arts & crafts,
sports, and line-dancing. The options for the educational component available to campers include topics like
environmental education,
general arts, outdoor skills,
renewable energy, water
safety, hunter education,
science, engineering and
technology, and food and
fitness.
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For more information, please contact:
Deborah K. Deaton
Administrative Coordinator 4
Email: Ddeaton@agcenter.lsu.edu

Grant Walker 4-H Educational Center
3000 Hwy 8
Pollock, LA 71467
Phone: (318) 765-7209
Fax: (318) 765-3135

Christine Bergeron
4-H Camp Director
Email: cbergeron@agcenter.lsu.edu
Adam O'Malley
LSU AgCenter - 4-H Youth Development
Email: aomalley@agcenter.lsu.edu

Please submit news for Region 6 to Heather Warner at heather.warner@rpsb.us.

Region VII 
Please submit news for Region 7 to Stefani Farris at Shfarris@caddoschools.org.
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Cathi Cox-Boniol (Lincoln Parish) joined Chris Campbell, Diane Madden, Dr. Lindsey B. Keith-Vincent (all Louisiana
Tech University SciTEC), Dr. Bill Deese (Louisiana Tech University Department of Chemistry) and a host of other STEM
advocates in working the 2nd Annual Louisiana Tech University Science Olympiad Invitational Tournament. Held in the
new Integrated Engineering and Science Education Building on the Tech campus, the event welcomed teams from across
three states and included Lincoln Parish team coached by Stacy Campbell (Ruston High School) and Michelle Blount
(A. E. Phillips Laboratory School).

Science Olympiad

Ruston high students enjoy the new Louisiana Tech engineering building during the chemistry lab
event.

Cathi and Missy Wooley (Lincoln Parish STEM Center) presented the first STEM Day for Lincoln Parish as well as
multiple field trips for schools throughout the district. Cypress Springs Elementary School students engaged in
experiences to enhance and reinforce studies in adaptations and chemical reactions while Glen View Elementary School
kindergarten students learned about wombats through children’s literature, technology, engineering design, and more.

Chemical Reactions

Engineering Design

Programming BeeBots

Missing Moths

STEM and Children’s Literature

Engineering Design

Cathi and Missy were joined by Dr. Bill Deese, Chris Campbell, and UTeach Tech students in hosting the 2020 Lincoln
Parish You Be the Chemist Challenge. Working under new guidelines from the national office, the challenge featured ten
teams of four students each from 8 schools across the district. Grand Champion honors went to Choudrant High Schohol
Team A, 1st Runner Up honors went to Ruston Junior High School Team B, 2nd Runner Up was Simsboro High School,
and Honorable Mention went to both I. A. Lewis School and Choudrant Elementary School. CHS Team A will now try to
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earn a spot in the National Challenge and will be mentored by chemistry and physics teacher Lori Varner (Choudrant
High School).

You Be the Chemist Challenge

YBTC Champions

Cathi also completed two more sessions in the ITEEA Safety Micro-Badging Series—Safety in the Robotics Lab and The
Work Permit System.
Mallory Meredith’s 6th grade science class at Good Hope Middle School successfully completed an investigation to
visualize the lines of magnetic fields.

Mrs. Meredith’s students also participated in a teacher designed molecules to living organisms unit. By the end of the
unit, Mrs. Meredith had 14 new little feathered friends!

Please submit news for Region 8 to Garrah Leshe at leshe@opsb.net.
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Professional Development Opportunities and Resources
American Modeling Teachers Association

The Modeling Method has been intentionally developed to correct many weaknesses of the lecture-demonstration method
of instruction typically seen in STEM classrooms. These weaknesses include the fragmentation of knowledge, student
passivity, and the persistence of naive beliefs about the physical world. Scientists and mathematicians learn by doing:
they construct and deploy models of the real world and test their ability to predict new phenomena. Our classrooms focus
upon turning students into scientists to replicate this process. We focus upon adhering to systematic and organized
objectives in all STEM content areas. This makes concepts more meaningful to students, and also reflects the true nature
of scientific and mathematical practice.
For the complete list of national Modeling Workshops (which is constantly updated) please go
to: https://www.modelinginstruction.org/professional-development/upcoming-workshops/summer-2020/
Save the date for the 2020 Annual AMTA Conference June 19-21 at Arizona State University in Tempe; details and
registration: https://www.eweblife.com/prm/AMTA/calendar/event?event=2160

Summer 2020 K-12 Science Workshops
The goal of ST3 is to help teachers become more comfortable with science content and the use of scientific hardware by
providing training in the proper use of science equipment. ST3 is involved in national initiatives to help engage students in
science.
Summer 2020 is our fourth year offering the program and we are excited to reach as many individuals as possible. To
date, we have served 80+ K-12 teachers representing 60+ schools from 19 parishes.
We are pleased to announce that Delgado Community College’s Science Teacher Technology Training (ST3) program is
hosting two types of workshops during summer 2020.
1. There are certificate workshops for teachers of grades 4-8, but K-3 are welcome. The one-day ST3 workshops
are free but have limited enrollment. The one-day workshop curriculum will focus on light microscopy,
equipment, and lesson plans for the science classroom. Kits will be provided.
2. Through a collaboration with Algae Technology Educational Consortium (ATEC) of The Algae Foundation,
ST3 is hosting a two-day workshop on algal biology and its present and future applications for grade 9-12
teachers. The two-day workshop is free but will have limited enrollment. Stipends and kits will be provided.
If you are interested in signing up for either of these, please fill out this brief form to receive detailed information on
registration.
One-day workshops
• All workshops are from 9 am – 3:30 pm.
• Dates will be posted soon.
• Each workshop will be limited to 10 participants.
• At the conclusion of the one-day workshops:
o Teachers will leave with a kit for their classroom (includes a portable microscope for each student
(foldscopes) and accessories)
o Curriculum aligned with LSSS
o Worksheet/activity examples
o 0.5 CEUs
o Certificate of participation
Two-Day Workshop
•

The Algae Summer Science Institute (ASSI): Tentative Dates are June 29/20: Grades 9-12
-13-
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A 2-Day professional development workshop for K-12 educators.
Get hands-on experience with the Algae Academy, a drop in ready STEM kit and curriculum that educates
students on the power of algae!
Get a FREE kit for your classroom that will be replenished for 3-5 years.
A stipend is provided and breakfast and lunch is provided!
More details coming soon.

The Algae Summer Science Institute is a program of the Algae Foundation.

STEM activities and videos from hands2mind
The teach@home website https://www.hand2mindathome.com/ has STEM activities and daily videos by Brooke Brown
Free lessons: https://www.hand2mind.com/brands/learning-at-home &
videos: https://www.hand2mind.com/resources/videos
**Virtual Manipulatives 30 Day free download: https://www.brainingcamp.com/hand2mind/
**Math Fluency webinar on April 14th. Click the link to
register: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2020682874667298572
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The team at Vernier has put together a variety of remote learning resources for teachers to use with students who are
learning from home. I would appreciate if you could share these links with your networks.
• Vernier Video Analysis is a physics-focused tool where students can use their mobile devices to insert their own
videos with recorded motion, mark points to track the object in motion, and set the scale of the video. This app
brings physics and video analysis to all your students regardless of their location. A free trial is available that is
good through June.
• Pivot Interactives is a video-based science learning environment. With over 200 interactive activities, the highquality videos from Pivot Interactives give your students the opportunity to observe and study hard-to-replicate
experiments and phenomena no matter where they are.
A free 30-day trial and reduced subscription pricing are now available.
• Analyze Experiment Data at Home with Graphical Analysis 4 To help ensure students continue to sharpen their
critical-thinking skills and learn key scientific concepts during this precarious time, Vernier has put together
over 80 free experiments with sample data files covering many subjects that you can distribute to your students
at home. Though students won’t be performing the experiments themselves, they can perform their own
analysis of the sample data using our free Graphical Analysis™ 4 app and answer questions based on their
results.

Introducing NSTA's Daily Do
Teachers and families across the country are facing a new reality of providing opportunities for students to do
science through distance and home learning. The Daily Do is one of the ways NSTA is supporting teachers
and families with this endeavor.
Each weekday, NSTA will share a sensemaking task teachers and families can use to engage their students in
authentic, relevant science learning.
Check out the NSTA Daily Do here. This week we will have resources for all ages, kicking off with separate
activities for elementary and secondary students where they are using and developing a model of social
distancing to understand how it slows the spread of the coronavirus.

NSTA Free Membership and Resources
• Free NSTA membership, simply create an account here and start developing your own personalized digital
learning experience.
• Learning Center Collection of online resources
• Free and engaging NSTA Interactive eBooks+
• Weekly web seminars on a host of topics, including the upcoming March 25 web seminar Science Update:
COVID-19: Don't Panic But Know the Science.
• NSTA Press free book chapters with lesson plans, curriculum ideas, and so much more.
• Free resources from our vendors here

-16-
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NSTA's New #LearningTogether Initiative
Remote education has quickly become the reality for millions of people nationwide. As we navigate this uncharted territory
together, we are asking you—the greater education community—to join our #LearningTogether initiative.
To participate: Visit the #LearningTogether web page ; sign in or create a free Learning Center account; and add your
ideas, tips, and strategies for teaching K–12 students online to the simple form. Check out what others are doing, view
their profiles, and send messages of reassurance, praise, and support. For further discussion on how to implement the
resources for teaching online, visit the Remote Teaching Forum.

NSTA: Learning Science at Home With Online Resources #COVID19
As students continue their science instruction online and at home, the Lab Out Loud podcast shares some free resources
from NSTA and beyond. Co-hosts Brian Bartel and Dale Basler also get a chance to talk to Fred Ende's kids—referred to
as "6" and "9"—as they share their experiences in science education and connecting with people online.

Invent it. Build it.
Students participate in a hands-on engineering experience with
members of the Society of Women Engineers.
While the girls are having fun building and inventing, parents
and educators learn about engineering careers, scholarships,
college admission, and resources.
All attendees learn about engineering clubs, camps, afterschool programs and competitions at the Invent it. Build it.
EXPO.
Event Overview
Invent it. Build it. is an experience designed to encourage girls
to choose a career in engineering. This is achieved through a
three-pronged approach:
1. SWE Girls Program
2. Parent Educator Program (PEP)
3. EXPO
All girls registered for the SWE Girls Program will participate in a hands-on engineering experience with members of the
Society of Women Engineers. While the girls are having fun building and inventing, parents and educators will learn about
engineering careers, scholarships, college admission and resources.
Both groups will learn about engineering clubs, camps, after-school programs and competitions from a wide variety of
exhibitors at the Invent it. Build it. EXPO.
https://swe.org/k-12-outreach/invent-it-build-it/
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The Title IV, Part A Technical Assistance Center (T4PA Center) operates on behalf of the U.S. Department of Education
(ED), Office of Safe and Supportive Schools to provide State education agencies (SEAs) with dedicated support for
implementing the Title IV, Part A (Title IV-A) Student Support and Academic Enrichment (SSAE) program. The T4PA
Center provides SSAE State coordinators (SCs) assistance across the program's diverse content areas, namely,
promoting a well-rounded education, improving the safety and health of students, and supporting the effective use of
technology. In partnership with ED, the T4PA Center works with SCs to identify grant implementation needs, develop a
tailored plan to address these needs, and broker support to build capacity at the state and local levels to help ensure Title
IV-A programmatic success. Supports include the following:
·

Identifying and creating resources and professional learning opportunities on priority areas;

·

Operating a Help Desk for technical assistance inquiries from the field;

·

Networking and coordinating with Federal and other organizations to leverage support to SEAs;

·

Developing a national network of subject matter experts; and

·

Operating a comprehensive Website, including a SC-dedicated Community of Practice.

The brand-new T4PA Center Website includes:
· A carousel of noteworthy news, easy-to-access menus of announcements of relevant resources and offerings,
upcoming events, and spotlights on grant activities;
·

A resource library with free, relevant and useful information;

· SEA profiles that give Title IV-A program information for each state, such as SC contact information, funding
data, links to state-sponsored Title IV-A Websites, and more;
· A list of Federal partners from different agencies, programs, and offices that focus on Title IV-A programrelated work;
·

A deep dive via a searchable statute to learn more about Title IV-A; and

· A password-protected section dedicated to only SC use that includes a Community of Practice, calendar, and
resource-sharing area.

Our Website also features an online technical assistance request form to submit requests for technical assistance we are happy to help find needed information or resources, or connect with other partners in the field to augment
efforts.
Please join us at https://t4pacenter.ed.gov/ and learn how Title IV-A can help build student success nationwide!
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Are you a district science supervisor, science content specialist, science master teacher, Teacher Leader or science
coach? If so consider becoming a member of LASL, the affiliate of the National Science Education Leaders Association
(NSELA).
To receive more information on the association contact Julie DuBois at judubois@iberia.k12.la.us.

Online resource listings
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NUKLZN7hGSu1Hzm70kfzBKslsSELaEMggS60Bi2O2I/htmlview?usp=sharing&fbclid=IwAR3CHaDMB6fALoaIj5bj2nKkC_1WlQX7ydHaOKj--HaUok4gFzN82jDSM4&sle=true&pru=AAABcPlN7eQ*IKe6OlNV7teP59e-1clpaA

Framework for Leading NGSS Implementation
An excellent resource for districts, is available at
https://www.wested.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Framework-for-Leading-NGSS-Implementation.pdf

Free NGSS-Designed Curriculum Available!
SCALE Science Website is Live

EAGLE Item Being Removed
EAGLE items will continue to be available to teachers in the online platform for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school
year. To support the use of the EAGLE system as an instructional resource, the platform is being phased out and all items
from the EAGLE system will be exported and made available here.
Teacher-created tests will not be exported. Teachers are encouraged to download a hard copy of all personal tests
created in the system.
EXPORTED CONTENT WILL BE AVAILABLE NO LATER THAN JULY 1, 2020.
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/measuringresults/eagle

Assessment Literacy Modules
Here is a newly developed assessment literacy digital workbook that some may be interested in taking a look at...
http://www.scillsspartners.org/scillss-resources/
One needs to scroll about 3/4 the way down the page to find... **Digital Workbook on Educational Assessment Design
and Evaluation: Creating and Evaluating Effective Educational Assessment

NASA EXPRESS
NASA EXPRESS features updates from NASA and STEM associates about workshops,
internships, and fellowships; applications for grants or collaborations; promotions for student
and educator opportunities; online professional development; and other announcements.
Sign Up
View Latest EXPRESS
-21-

Cover page

