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President’s Message from Patrice Mire
I want to wish each of you a very Happy New Year and I hope your 2019 is off to a GREAT
start!!
The LSTA Board held its first meeting for 2019 on Saturday, January 26th in Baton Rouge.
During the meeting, your regional representatives continued the process of planning for our
next round of regional workshops. The focus for this round will be “Phenomena: The Enigma
of Science Education.” These workshops will be free-of-charge for any LSTA member. If you
are not a member, then your registration fee will be an LSTA membership of $15 which will last
until our next conference to be held in Baton Rouge November 4 – 6, 2019. Your regional
representatives will be sending emails with details. Also, check the LSTA web site and we will
post details as they become available.
I also want you to know that LSTA is still working diligently to make sure the voices of science
educators from around the state are being heard. LSTA has representatives in the following
organizations:
Nicole Cotten - Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program (BTNEP), Jeff Holcomb Louisiana Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics Advisory Council (LaSTEM), Nathan Cotten and Patrice
Mire – Quality Science and Math Council (QSM) and Pierre Lacaze - Louisiana Environmental Education Commission
(LEEC). In some cases, our representative is the only science educator to serve on the committee.
LSTA is also at work for our students. The road to the Louisiana Science and Engineering Fair (LSEF) starts in middle and
high schools all around the state. Students compete to advance from their school-level fairs to a regional fair, and then to
the Louisiana statewide event. The Junior Division event will take place on March 18-19. The Senior Division will take
place on March 19-20. LSTA will provide 1st ($100), 2nd ($75) and 3rd ($50) place awards in both the Senior and Junior
Divisions.
Applications are being accepted for the 2019 National Youth Science Camp (NYSCamp). Application deadline is February
28, 2019. This program is for graduating high school seniors in the United States (two from each state and Washington,
D.C.) and students 16-18 years of age in selected other countries. NYSC 2019 dates are planned for June 27 - July 20,
2019. Students can apply at https://nysf.smapply.io. For more information about the program, please visit the NYSCamp's
web site at http://www.nysf.com/. Please contact the state’s selection coordinator nathancotten@tpsd.org with any
questions.
The NSTA Conference is being held in St. Louis, Missouri from April 11 – 14, 2019. This year’s theme is “Champions for
Science Education.” There is still time to register. If you are conducting a presentation at this year’s conference, please let
us know so we can share this information on our Face Book page and on Twitter. We want to show our Louisiana educators
some support.
As the time draws near for state-wide assessments, please do not forget to access all of the resources that are available
on the LDOE web site to familiarize our students with the new format and content of the science assessment. Once again,
it is never too early to begin preparing our students for LEAP 2025!
Please take time to read through the newsletter. It contains plenty of information for educators (ex. awards, conferences,
workshops, and other professional development opportunities) along with great opportunities for our students.
I would like to wish everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day!!
Yours in SCIENCE EDUCATION,
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Nominations Open for Presidential Awards

Nominations Open for Presidential Awards
The Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) are the Nation's highest
honors for teachers of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM, including computer science). The
Awards recognize outstanding K-12 teachers for their contributions in the classroom and to their profession. PAEMST
has planned numerous outreach activities to help support the nominees through the application process and to promote
the program. The current cycle is for secondary (7-12) educators. Online nominations for secondary science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics teachers are open through March 1, 2019, and may be submitted at www.paemst.org.
In order to be eligible for the program, the applicant must:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Teach science, technology, engineering, mathematics, and/or computer science as part of their contracted
teaching responsibilities at the 7-12 grade level in a public (including charter) or private school;
Hold at least a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution;
Be full-time employees of the school or school district as determined by state and district policies, with
responsibilities for teaching students no less than 50% of the school’s allotted instructional time;
Have at least five years of full-time employment as a K-12 teacher during which science, technology, engineering,
mathematics, and/or computer science has been a part of the applicant’s teaching duties prior to the 2018-2019
academic school year;
Teach in one of the 50 states, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Department of
Defense Education Activity schools, or the U. S. territories as a group (American Samoa, Guam, Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands, and U.S. Virgin Islands);
Be U.S. citizens or permanent residents; and
Not have received the PAEMST award at the national level in any prior competition or category.

Please contact Jan Graff (jlgraff@bellsouth.net) for additional information or clarification.

LATM/LSTA Math and Science Conference
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Regional News
 Region I 
Teachers from several of the Greater New Orleans Collaborative of Charter Schools received GLOBE Workshop at Xavier
University under the direction of Dr. Morewell Gasseller. The teachers received training in the Atmosphere and
Hydrosphere Protocols.
The teachers are members of the Middle School Collaborative being sponsored by the Shell Foundation.

Please submit news for Region 1 to Casey McMann at cmcmann@ppsb.org.

 Region II 
“Special Saturdays” at the LSU Museum of Natural Science is a STEM program that focuses on introducing children
and their parents to the world of natural science. One Saturday a month they focus on a specific topic and invite experts
from within the LSU research community to give short engaging talks accompanied by hands-on activities. All programs
are FREE and are especially appropriate for children ages 5-12. Sessions are held in the exhibit area of the LSU Museum
of Natural Science (Foster Hall) from 10:00am-12:00pm. Upcoming sessions include: Night at the Museum at the LSU
Herbarium on February 21. Come learn about plants and see the collections at the LSU Herbarium! On March 9, there
will be a Special Saturday featuring Surviving Extreme Darkness. In the coldest, darkest habitats, fishes use
specialized hairs, eyes, fins, and more to get around their world. These adaptations make them some of the weirdest
looking fish out there! Anglerfishes, lanternfishes, and cavefishes are just some of the many fishes that manage to survive
(and even thrive!) in some of the harshest environments on our planet. Ichthyologist Pam Hart will tell you all about them!
Superintendent Warren Drake and Associate Superintendent Adam Smith of East
Baton Rouge Parish Schools visited the Louisiana Art & Science Museum on January
31. While exploring alongside 4th graders from LaSalle Elementary, Drake and Smith
got hands-on with chemistry in BASF Kids’ Lab: Energy Loves Produce. Superintendent
Drake expressed his gratitude to BASF for their generous
sponsorship of this excellent educational program. He was
also very impressed by the ingenuity of the students as
they put the “Science and Engineering Practices” into
action. Drake remarked, “I love experiential learning; students learn through experiencing
different things, and this is so cool!” BASF Kids’ Lab is offered in more than 30 countries to
promote interest in chemistry through safe, engaging hands-on experiments. The goal of this
award-winning program is to foster science literacy by encouraging “young scientists” to
explore the connections between chemistry and the world around them.
-5-
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Join LSU Center for River Studies Director Clint Willson for an informative talk about the powerful body of
water in our own backyard: The Lower Mississippi River. On Tuesday, February 26, Dr. Willson will discuss how
he and his students study the river’s dynamic processes on the 90 -foot by 120-foot scaled physical river model
that was made possible through a partnership with the Louisiana Coastal Protection Restoration Authority. This
informational session will be located at the Varsity Theatre. Doors open at 5 p.m. for networking and light
refreshments, and the talk will start at 6 p.m. Remember, people of all ages are welcome, so please join us for a
fun and informative night! For more info, please call 225 -578-3870.
The Highland Road Park Observatory offers astronomy activities every Saturday, 10am-12pm. They explore gravity,
simple machines, stars, planets, meteors, the Earth and the Moon, asteroids and comets, the electromagnetic spectrum
and the American Space program! Each session is stand-alone and the cost of attendance is $5 for EBR parish residents
and $6 for nonresidents.
This summer NICERC is hosting the first ever, CYBER Education Discovery Forum (CEDF) in Denver, Colorado. The
CEDF will offer educators and administrators the chance to get hands-on training and experience with the latest
educational CYBER technologies and discuss best practices on implementing them in the classroom. In addition,
attendees will be directed through sessions that identify and discuss the three pillars that will create the foundation for the
next generation of CYBER professionals – Teach, Explore, and Pursue CYBER. More information about the event can be
found on our website at https://nicerc.org/cedf/. Travel grants are available to K-12 educators and administrators at a firstcome-first-served basis. In 2018, over 200 educators and administrators received professional development at an
Education Discovery Forum, and this year we hope to double that!
Please submit news to your region 2 representative, Bianca Deliberto at bianca.deliberto@zacharyschools.org.

 Region III 
Dawn Sevin from Lacache Middle School took her students to LUMCON to investigate the ecology of Terrebonne Bay.
As part of their experience, students boarded the Acidiana and cruised out to the Bay where they pulled trawls to
investigate local fish and crustaceans. They also did a mud grab and plankton tow that was investigated when they
returned to school.

Three high schools in Terrebonne Parish School District each received, $35,000 from Chevron
to implement Project Lead the Way course over the next two school years. South Terrebonne
High School, Ellender Memorial High School, and Terrebonne High School, all will offer
Introduction to Engineering Design in the 2019-2020 school year and Principles of Engineering
in the 2020-2021 school year. Through Chevron’s generous sponsorship, these schools will be
able to offer the district’s first ever courses specific to Engineering!
Congratulations to Adrianna Adams, science teacher at South Terrebonne High School, for
being selected Terrebonne Parish Teacher of the Year in the High School Category. You go
girl!!
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Terrebonne Parish held its annual Parish Science Fair January 15th. The following students will be attending the State
Science Fair in Baton Rouge in March.

Student
Derrian Fitch
Valerie Blanchard
Liz Diaz *
Kaelynn Louviere
Lindsey Dupre
Kyle Keneker *
Brooke Foreman & klaire Danos
Guilianna Chinchilla
Lauren Boudreaux
Jorge Ransuro
Maxwell Eschete
Kaylyn Rhodes
Jordan Boudreaux
Faith DuBois
Marco Garcia
Craig Colville

Senior Division
Project Title
Student/Home Correlations in GPA
Washing the Dirt Away
Algae Recyclers
Radishing Radiation
Who is Who?
Dirt-tricity
Got Lytes?
Roof’d Up
Daphnia Diagnosis
Electrifying Drinks
No Signal
Need a Break?
What Does My Instrument Say About Me?
How Much Sugar is REALLY in Your Smoothie?
Ergo Mouse
Effects of Changing Momentum in a Magnetic Linear Accelerator

*Liz Diaz was the Overall Grand Prize Winner, and Kyle Keneker was the Overall Runner-Up. Liz and Kyle will be
representing Terrebonne Parish at the 2019 International Science and Engineering Fair in Phoenix, Arizona on May 16 th.
Good luck and congratulations to both of you.

Student
Brody Hebert
Matthew Mouton
Haylie Ledet
Emily Cao
Kaelyn Steele *
Mya Boss
Owen Theriot
Beau Martin
Landon Eschete
Olivia Marant *

Junior Division
Project Title
Does Powder Affect Precision
Small Game Hunting
Lights, Camera, Calm Down!
Flour Power
Nanotech to the Rescue
Aloe=No Mold
Sweet vs. Sour
Weight! The Battery is Low
Better Brocolli
Dead or Alive?

*Olivia Marant was the Overall Grand Prize winner, and Kaelyn Steele was the Overall Runner-Up in the Junior Division.
Congratulations!

Please submit news for Region 3 to Tammy Brouillette at tammybrouillette@tpsd.org.
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 Region IV 

The Vermilion Parish Science Fair was held at the Henry Educational Complex on Thursday, December 6, 2018.
Students from Forked Island – E. Broussard Elementary School, J. H. Williams Middle School, Mount Carmel Elementary
School and North Vermilion Middle School were among the participants. Winners in each category are as follows:
Behavioral & Social Sciences
1st – Lauren Doucet (Mount Carmel)
2nd – Reese Arabie (North Vermilion Middle)
3rd – Brynn Brasseaux (Mount Carmel)

Energy: Physical
3rd – Jake Lege (Mount Carmel)
Engineering Mechanics
2nd – Braydin Clostio, Elizbeth Townley (North Vermilion
Middle)
3rd – Abigail Connor (North Vermilion Middle)

Biomedical & Health Sciences
2nd – Kinsley Sellers (Mount Carmel)
3rd – Anna-Kate Hagle (Mount Carmel)

Microbiology
1st – Kaylee Touchet (North Vermilion Middle)
2nd Braden Deculus (North Vermilion Middle)

Chemistry
1st – Randi Gaspard (North Vermilion Middle)
2nd – Sahil Patel (Mount Carmel)
3rd – Grace Landry, Chloe Klein (J.H. Williams)

Physics & Astronomy
1st – Luke Broussard (Mount Carmel)
2nd – Ashton Belaire (Mount Carmel)
3rd – Kaleb Brasseaux (North Vermilion Middle)

Embedded Systems
3rd – Aidan Reed (Mount Carmel)
Energy: Chemical
1st – Kylie Venable (North Vermilion Middle)
2nd – Blake Andre (North Vermilion Middle)

Please submit news for Region 4 to Breyone Carter at bscarter@lpssonline.com.
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 Region V 
Jennifer Underwood from Iowa High School announced that one of her classes
is a finalist in the Samsung U.S. Solve for Tomorrow contest. Her Physics
students have developed a STEM plan to combat homelessness in our
community.
CPSB Tech Training Dept. hosts a
workshop to show teachers how to
incorporate Minecraft into the science
curriculum.

It is Science Fair season in Calcasieu Parish. Pictured are science fair projects
from E.K. Key Elementary School being judged by volunteers from CITGO and McNeese State University

Please submit news for Region 5 to Darrell McDaniel at darrell.mcdaniel@cpsb.org.

 Region VI 
The LA Dept. of Wildlife & Fisheries’ Native Fish in the Classroom (NFC) will host a fieldtrip experience at the Booker
Fowler Fish Hatchery for NFC Teachers and Students on Wednesday, February 27. NFC teachers and students will be
actively engaged in the paddlefish spawn where students will be allowed to assist biologists with spawning techniques.
Teachers and students will receive paddlefish eggs that will be hatched and reared in their classroom nursery tank. In
late April/early May, paddlefish fingerlings are released to a LDWF pre-selected, pre-approved riverine environment. For
more information about the Native Fish in the Classroom and discover how you could participate in this program next
year, please contact Angela Capello at acapello@wlf.la.gov.
The Louisiana Environmental Education Commission (LEEC) is offering a series of regional short courses across the state
on February 16, 2019. One such short course will be offered in Region 6 at Woodworth. The workshop is to explore
lessons aligned with the LSS about wetlands. Teachers will have the opportunity to learn about wetland habitats as well
as taking a paddle trip through wetlands. Participating educators will be able to take home lessons to supplement their
current curriculum as well as program supplies. A fee of $20 is required to complete the registration process. Lunch will be
provided and teachers will be eligible to receive a $30 stipend. To register, as well as view a list of short course programs
and sites, please visit http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/2019-leec-regional-short-courses.

Please submit news for Region 6 to Pierre LaCaze at pierre.lacaze@rpsb.us.
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Region VII 
Louisiana State University invites students currently enrolled in grades 9-12 and who are engaged in science, technology,
engineering or mathematics (STEM) research to participate in the Louisiana Regional Junior Science and Humanities
Symposium. Sponsored by the U.S. Army Research Office, Office of Naval Research, and the Air Force Office of
Scientific Research, students compete for scholarships and recognition by presenting the results of their original research
to a panel of judges in an oral presentation format.
Congratulations to three Caddo Magnet High students who competed and won top honors at the symposium. They won
an expense-paid trip to compete at the JSHS National Symposium later this year and compete against the brightest young
science minds in our country.
1st Place: Grace Shin, Caddo Parish Magnet H.S.
4th Place: Joseph Clary, Caddo Parish Magnet H.S.
5th Place: Srikhar Chilukuri, Caddo Parish Magnet H.S.
Caddo Parish Science Curriculum Specialist K. Renae Pullen worked along with the National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Mathematics committee to write English Learners in STEM Subjects: Transforming Classrooms,
Schools, and Lives. The book was released in October. You can find the book
here: https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25182/english-learners-in-stem-subjects-transforming-classrooms-schools-and-lives.
NASEM (formerly NAS and NRC) makes all of its publications free to read online and download. Additionally, K. Renae
Pullen wrote an article for NSTA called Reimagining STEM for English Learners. It is an overview of the book.
Caddo Parish Science Curriculum Specialist Lisa Nance wrote a team proposal for Smithsonian’s STEM Education
Summit: Building a Coalition for Attracting and Retaining a Diverse STEM Teaching Workforce and it was accepted! In
March, the Caddo team will be joining 19 other teams from across the country in New Orleans to create a plan for
attracting a diverse STEM teaching workforce in our districts. This is a great opportunity for prospective teachers in STEM
subjects.
Please submit news for Region 7 to Jeff Holcomb at jeffreygholcomb@gmail.com.

 Region VIII 
Cathi Cox-Boniol and Missy Wooley (both Lincoln Parish Schools) are
team-teaching the Elementary Science Methods course for Louisiana
Tech University. Within the class students are immersed in the new
Louisiana Student Standards for Science, phenomena, engineering
design, student-centered
classroom strategies, the learning
cycle, and other methodologies
designed to help them be both
fully empowered and equipped to
facilitate robust science
teaching and learning
across their elementary
classrooms.
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Both traveled to Corsicana, Texas, for two site visits to further research Code for the Future as a
potential STEM program for Lincoln parish students. Missy traveled to Chicago with a Louisiana
team to work on a plan to train all teachers and administrators
across the state on the standards and available curricula. She
then was in Washington DC to meet with representatives from
the Board of Science Education, National Academies of Science,
Engineering, and Medicine, and Achieve. The
goal here was to see where states are in their
implementation of the science standards and
then determine next steps in helping states
implement these standards at the classroom
level.
Cathi and Missy were then part of the Winter OpenSciEd training held in Baton
Rouge and will facilitate training for teachers in Lincoln and Ouachita parishes in
February.
Congratulations to Felicia Dunbar, engineering teacher at Simsboro
High School, for earning SHS High School Teacher of the Year honors.
More than 1300 Lincoln Parish students in grades 5-8 took the You Be the Chemist qualifier in hopes of earning one of
the 36 slots available for the local YBTC Challenge. Congratulations to science teachers Denise Baugh (Choudrant
Elementary), Jeffrey Nugent (Choudrant High), Kimberly Olney (I. A. Lewis), Kristina Bourgeois and Sarah Wages

(Ruston Junior High), and Sarah Johnston and Karen Dowling (Simsboro High) for their leadership with this
amazing effort.
Cathi joined Chris Campbell, Diane
Madden, and Lindsey Keith-Vincent (LA
Tech University SciTEC) in helping present
the inaugural Louisiana Tech University
Science Olympiad Tournament, the only
invitational in the state, and welcoming
teams from across Louisiana and
Texas. Stacy Campbell (Ruston
High School) brought a team from
RHS and placed second overall behind the championship team from
Dallas. Volunteers for the competition included university faculty and staff,
alumni, community partners, and students from the Colleges of Education,
Applied and Natural Sciences, Engineering and Science, UTeachTech,
Band of Pride, and Tech Soccer.
Please submit news to your region 8 representative, Laura Malone at lauramalone@opsb.net
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Professional Development Opportunities and Resources
Sharing Kids to Parks Day National School Contest
Facebook: @nationalparktrust
“Kids to Parks Day National School Contest is NOW open! @NationalParkTrust’s
contest is open to all Title I schools (40% of students qualify for free or reduced-priced
lunch) and school groups in the U.S. in grades preK through 12. The goal of the contest is to help educators engage
students with their local parks through education, outdoor recreation, and stewardship. Contest closes on February 14,
2019, with winners announced on the website on March 7, 2019. To download your entry form and apply -- and to review
contest details, sample entries, and past winners -- go to http://bit.ly/KTPScience. Good luck to everyone!”
Twitter: @natparktrust
“Teacher or student at a #TitleI school? Enter @NatParkTrust’s #KidsToParks Day National School Contest to win a free
park trip! http://bit.ly/KTPScience”
Instagram: @nationalparktrust
Newsletter/Website:
“Fund Your School's Kids to Parks Day Trip

National Park Trust (NPT) invites students across the country to participate in the 9th annual Kids to Parks Day (KTP).
KTP is a nationwide grassroots movement to celebrate America’s parks and public lands and waters. To inspire kids and
schools to explore outdoors, we also host the Kids to Parks Day National School Contest, which is NOW OPEN! If you
work at or attend a Title I school, you are eligible to enter and win up to $1,000 to fund your dream park experience.
The deadline for entries is Thursday, February 14, 2019. Winners will be announced on the website Thursday, March 7,
2019.
Click here to learn more about the contest, download the entry form, and watch our school video from last year!
Questions? Contact Billy Schrack, (william@parktrust.org) or Katie Zimmerman, (katie@parktrust.org) or call 301-2797275. Or if you would like to help sponsor this program, contact Maryann Kearns (maryann@parktrust.org).
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Framework for Leading NGSS Implementation
An excellent resource for districts, is available at
https://www.wested.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Framework-for-Leading-NGSS-Implementation.pdf

Free NGSS-Designed Curriculum Available!
SCALE Science Website is Live

Teacher Institute for Evolutionary Science (TIES)
The purpose of the Teacher Institute for Evolutionary Science (TIES) is to familiarize interested science teachers with the
concepts of natural selection, common ancestry, and diversity in order for them to confidently cover the topics in their
classrooms and fulfill their curriculum requirements. TIES introduces teachers to the most important points of evolution
and natural selection with a focus on the amazing advances of genetics. The success of TIES depends upon providing
ready-to-use resources that teachers can begin to use immediately. Participating teachers or student teachers leave our
workshops with presentation slides, labs, guided reading assignments, an exam, and a valuable resource list for their
lesson plans.
TIES is funded by the Richard Dawkins Foundation for Reason and Science which is a subsidiary of the Center for
Inquiry. School Districts wanting to in-service or provide professional development for their teachers can contact me to
set up a workshop. The full workshop usually runs about 3 hours and includes content knowledge presentation on
genetics and evolution, lab simulation and explanations and a walk through of the web page were they can access lots of
free, high quality information, presentations, tests, labs, and activities. Here is a link to the website for your perusal:
https://richarddawkins.net/ties/
If you are interested in becoming a member of this amazing Professional Learning Community as a teacher or scientist,
please take a minute to sign up on the website. If you don’t want to participate, you can still feel free to take what
resources you want and use them in your classroom. Everything that we have is FREE!
You can also follow us on Facebook @RDFRSTIES and Twitter @rdfrsTIES. The links are also on our website.

LSU’s Chem Demo Program
The link below is about LSU's Chem Demo Program a science roadshow run by LSU
https://cen.acs.org/articles/96/i17/Louisiana-State-Universitys-ChemDemo-program.html
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Assessment Literacy Modules
Here is a newly developed assessment literacy digital workbook that some may be interested in taking a look at...
http://www.scillsspartners.org/scillss-resources/
One needs to scroll about 3/4 the way down the page to find...

National Geographic Online Educator Certification
Registration for the online Educator Certification program is live. Click here to sign up for the fall cohort. Participants will
complete all three phases of Educator Certification online.

The Satellites and Weather Teaching Box
This collection of educational resources is designed to help middle school students learn how satellites “see” the
atmosphere and how they help with weather forecasting. Resources in the teaching box are sequenced to help
build student understanding, align with Next Generation Science Standards, and have been reviewed by our team
of educators. The Satellites and Weather Teaching Box is made possible thanks to support from COSMIC and
NOAA.

UCAR Teaching Boxes are collections of classroom-ready and standards-aligned activities, content, and
multimedia that build student understanding of science, technology, engineering, and math. All materials are
freely available online.
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NEW: Screening Tools for 3D Science Assessment Tasks
As the science education community focuses on how to assess student learning under new
science standards, the question of how to determine the quality of potential assessment tasks
arises time and again. Today, Achieve is excited to release two new tools intended to assist
educators in evaluating science assessment tasks to determine whether they are designed for
three-dimensional science standards based on the Framework for K-12 Science Education, such
as the Next Generation Science Standards.
The Science Task Prescreen is used to conduct a quick review of assessment tasks to identify any
"red flags" - challenges commonly found in science assessment tasks - and determine whether a
task is worth a more rigorous evaluation.
The Science Task Screener is used to take a deeper dive into evaluating science assessment
tasks. The Screener is organized around four key criteria, each with a set of indicators to help
reviewers determine whether the criteria are met and a set of response forms for gathering and
analyzing evidence, providing suggestions for improvement, and rating the task. The Screener
builds off the criteria in the EQuIP Rubric for Science by more clearly specifying features for the
assessment tasks embedded in lessons and units.
If you have questions or are interested in professional development opportunities related to
evaluating science assessment tasks, please contact ngss@achieve.org. You can also learn more about the broader
science professional learning services that Achieve offers, including support for science tasks, here.

Miami University’s Project Dragonfly
Miami University’s Project Dragonfly is accepting applications for 2019 Earth Expeditions graduate courses that offer
extraordinary experiences in 16 countries throughout the world. http://EarthExpeditions.MiamiOH.edu
Earth Expeditions can build toward the Global Field Program (GFP), a master's degree that combines summer field
courses worldwide with web learning communities so that students can complete the GFP master's part-time from
anywhere in the United States or abroad. http://GFP.MiamiOH.edu
Project Dragonfly also offers the Advanced Inquiry Program (AIP) master's degree that combines web instruction from
Miami University with experiential learning and field study through several AIP Master Institutions in the U.S. Applications
for Miami's 2019 cohorts are being accepted now with place-based experiences provided at zoos in Chicago, Cincinnati,
Cleveland, Denver, New York, San Diego, Seattle, and our newest affiliate learning institution, St. Louis.
http://AIP.MiamiOH.edu
Graduate tuition for all programs is greatly reduced because of support from Miami University.
LIGO Saturday of Science
February 16th, In February, we honor Valentine's Day by making the theme of the day Magnetic Attraction! Play with
magnets, and feel the nearly instant attraction and repulsion!
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March 16th, LIGO opens to the public for tours, activities and SCIENCE! In March we hope you're ready to get Energized
as we host activities all about energy - from the energy of gravity to energy held in materials.
Tours are conducted roughly every 30 minutes from 1 PM - 4 PM. LIGO's Science Saturdays are free and open to the
public - you can drop in any time from 1-5 PM. We request that groups of 15 or more let us know that you intend to come
by filling out a tour request form.

Audubon Education Programs

Space is filling up for our newest teacher workshop: Teach Wild: A Lesson on Marine Debris. Also, due to
popular demand, Rescuing the Rainforest will be returning in February 2019! For more information on all our
teacher resources, please visit our website.

Teach Wild: A Lesson on Marine Debris workshop offers hands-on learning experiences that introduce the topic
of marine debris and its impacts on ocean wildlife and local communities. Workshop participants will investigate the
effects of plastics on wildlife by using a micro-plastic filter apparatus and by examining the effects of micro-plastic
consumption on sea birds.

Teach Wild: A Lesson on Marine Debris is brought to you thanks to a generous gift from Keep Louisiana
Beautiful through the Healthy Communities Grant. Support is also provided by the Barataria-Terrebonne National
Estuary Program’s Education Opportunity Program.
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Saturday, February 16, 2019 from 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Audubon Louisiana Nature Center
11000 Lake Forest Blvd.
New Orleans, LA 70127
Register here
Cost: $20.00 per participant (lunch will be provided)
Teacher benefits: 7 CLU, printed and electronic resources

Keep Louisiana Beautiful
Keep Louisiana Beautiful invites K-5th teachers to attend a free environmental education workshop. The workshop will
introduce teachers to a new environmental education program focused on helping students become good environmental
stewards. The program contains 10 environmental lesson plans, hands-on, interactive activities, fun worksheets, grade
level student standards, and supplemental resources. Topics include; defining litter, timeline of trash, litter decomposition,
watershed, clean water, effects on wildlife, plastics pollution, reducing, reusing, recycling and civic responsibility.
Teachers attending the full workshop will receive a curriculum manual, tote bag, CLU hours and a $50 stipend. Teachers
may bring their own lunch or purchase lunch during the break.”
Each location has it’s own registration page and contact info.
Terrebone, March 16 - https://www.cognitoforms.com/KeepLouisianaBeautiful1/Terrebonne, Billie Babin
at keepterrebonnebeautiful@gmail.com or 985-870-4976

Freeport-McMoRan Foundation
The Freeport-McMoRan foundation has an open call for applications to support STEM projects in K-12 classrooms from
public and private schools in the metro NO districts of Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St Bernard, St Charles, St John,
St Tammany, and Tangipahoa. Applications are for projects up to $5000. Deadline is March 15.
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American Geosciences Institute
It is my pleasure to invite you to assist us in recruiting teachers for the 11 th American Geosciences
Institute (AGI)/ExxonMobil Exploration Teacher Leadership Academies, which will be held July 7-12. 2019. Each
year teachers meet in Houston for week-long academies at which they learn Earth science content, explore hands-on
STEM activities, and gain real-world science experiences. This academy prepares teachers with geoscience teaching
techniques, resources, and tools that they can share with their colleagues and students.
Funding from ExxonMobil and AGI covers academy-related costs for the teachers, including travel within the U.S. to
Houston, meals, lodging, and educational materials. Participants have opportunities to interact with their peers from other
locations, gain skills and knowledge for teaching Earth and space science, and develop plans for presenting effective
teacher workshops.
We welcome applicants from all states and school systems serving U.S. students, including those that are part of the
DoDEA network and U.S. territories. Teachers are encouraged to come as a team of two to four, from one grade
level or several across the K-8 range, so that they can continue to support each other when they return to their local
setting. Academy participants will be expected to lead one or more post-academy experience, which can be a workshop,
conference presentation, or other professional learning events. We ask that all academy participants share what they
learned, help spread geoscience awareness, and apply what they learned to their own students.
We encourage science supervisors, principals, science coaches, and other administrators to nominate teachers for the
academy. We recommend that you nominate teachers before April because that is when the application review process
starts. Nominated teachers will then receive more information about how to apply. The application process is competitive
and we anticipate having space for up to 30 teachers, and we will continue to accept applications until the academy is
full. Attached you will find a flyer that can be passed on to appropriate school contacts

Louisiana Art and Science Museum
Engineering Day at the Louisiana Art & Science Museum
March 23, 2019 | 10 AM – 3 PM

Science teachers and students alike will enjoy our educational, hands-on, and fun-filled Engineering Day activities,
featuring 30 interactive stations showcasing engineering and design specialties. Activities include a hurricane simulator, a
stream table, robotics, 3D printing, racing and flying demonstrations by LSU’s Aero Design and Formula SAE competition
teams, and more!
Can’t make it? Visit http://lasm.org/ap to schedule your field trip today! The Museum offers many programs and classes
that allow students to engage with engineering.
-18-

Cover page

LASER February 2019
Louisiana Science Teachers Association Newsletter (www.lsta.info)

Louisiana Environmental Education Commission
The Louisiana Environmental Education Commission (LEEC) is offering a series of regional short courses across the state
on February 16, 2019. One such short course will be offered in Region 6 at Woodworth. The workshop is to explore
lessons aligned with the LSS about wetlands. Teachers will have the opportunity to learn about wetland habitats as well
as taking a paddle trip through wetlands. Participating educators will be able to take home lessons to supplement their
current curriculum as well as program supplies. A fee of $20 is required to complete the registration process. Lunch will be
provided and teachers will be eligible to receive a $30 stipend. To register, as well as view a list of short course programs
and sites, please visit http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/2019-leec-regional-short-courses.
The LEEC is now accepting proposals for their 2019-2020 Grants Program. The submission deadline for each of these
grants is February 22, 2019. Along with the Educator and Green Schools Grants listed below, the LEEC is also offering
professional development grants and university development grants.
Educator Grants are based on sound scientific principles, have an environmental focus, and are designed to directly
impact Louisiana students. Accredited K-12 Louisiana schools are eligible for the grant. The maximum award is $1000 for
1 teacher and $2000 for a team. For guidelines please visit http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/2019-2020-leec-educator-grantguidelines-0. To apply visit http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/webform/2019-2020-leec-educator-grant-application.
Green Schools Grants support projects designed to reduce a school’s environmental impact, reduce health disparities that
can aggravate achievement gaps, and engage students in hands-on learning. Accredited K-12 Louisiana schools are
eligible for the grant with a maximum award of $5,000. For guidelines visit http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/2019-2020leecldoe-green-schools-grant-guidelines. To apply visit http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/webform/2019-2020-leecldoe-greenschools-grant-application.
For questions regarding the grant application process, please contact Venise Ortego at vortego@wlf.la.gov. For questions
regarding the online application form, please contact Thomas Gresham at tgresham@wlf.la.gov
The LEEC is also conducting a student art and language arts contest. The 2019 LEEC Student Environmental Awareness
Art and Language Arts Contest will feature the theme "Taking Environmental Action: What's Great About Your Part of the
State?" The deadline for the contest is Friday, April 19,2019. For more information and official contest rules, please visit
http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/artcontest.

Summer Teacher Session at WWII Museam
Rob's Summer Teacher Session at WWII Museum
Applications are now being accepted for the 2019 Cohort of the Real World Science Summer Teacher Seminar at The
National WWII Museum.
28 teachers of 5th-8th grade science will be chosen to participate in this professional learning experience. (Two spots are
reserved for teachers from Louisiana). The cohort will come to the museum in New Orleans from July 14 th-20th 2019, and
will conduct a short workshop of their own for colleagues in their area in the following school year. Each cohort member
will receive a copy of the curriculum, and other books and supplies to implement the curriculum. A copy of the curriculum
book for each participant will be provided and shipped to the training workshops conducted by the cohort members.
The onsite training integrates best practices in science and literacy education with implementation of the curriculum. The
curriculum uses hands-on activities and stories from WWII to teach science and engineering concepts and practices.
Cohort members see all parts of the museum, including a behind-the-scenes look at artifacts, and a visit to the restored
PT-305, as well as a trip the nearby Laser Interferometer Gravitational Observatory.
Please apply, and pass the word on to your colleagues.
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/realworldscience
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Stem Apprenticeship Opertunitites
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Science of Basketball STEM Field Trip
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LSTA Membership / Change of Address Form
Membership Dues (Check one box.)
1 year membership $15.00
3 year membership $40.00
Full Time Student - 1 year membership $10.00

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: _____________________________________________________________________
*** Email must be provided to receive correspondences from LSTA (including the LASER)***

Check here if you are interested in receiving the science E-blast!
Alternative Email Address: _____________________________________________________________

Parish: __________________________________ School: ___________________________________
Preferred Mailing Address (Check one box):

Home

Work

School

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
Contact Phone: _____________________________________________________________________
***Helpful when serving on committees (not required)***

Print and mail form with dues to:
LSTA Membership
P.O. Box 5097
Houma, LA 70361
ALL CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO: LSTA
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