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Hello Everyone!

- Thank you to everyone who attended the Joint LATM/LSTA Conference in Shreveport! This
T year6s theme was Full Steam Ahead! I woul d 1
of LATM and LSTA for the many hours of time they volunteered in planning this conference. A
special thanks to Jean May-Brett and Jan Grafff or t heir tireless effo
conference a BIG success! | would also like to thank Pearson and Carolina Biological for
sponsoring this year conference this year. Also, a huge thanks to Debbie Silver and all the
presenters! Without you, our conference would not be the huge success that it has been.
I would Iike to congratulate the 2018 LSTA aw

Tyler Dufrene and Outstanding Middle School Science Teacher Lisa Swenson.

The Louisiana Environmental Education Commission will be staging workshops and/or tours

i Sotiey in each of the major regions around Louisiana in lieu of a single-location conference. The
reglonal short courses will take place on Saturday, February 16, 2019. The theme of this year's program is "Taking
Environmental Action: What's Great About Your Part of the State?" Workshops will be held in each major region of the
state (Alexandria, Baton Rouge, Lafayette, Lake Charles, Monroe, New Orleans, the North Shore and Shreveport).
Educators are welcome to attend any short course regardless of their home regions. Click herefor more information and
to register.

Applications for the 2019 National Youth Science Camp are now open! The National Youth Science Camgs a residential
science education program for young scientists the summer after they graduate from high school. Applicants must be a
graduating high school senior to apply. (Deadline is February 28, 2019).

Do you know an outstanding STEM educator in grades 7 - 12? Please consider nominating them for the Presidential Award
for_Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teachingthe nation's highest honor for teachers of science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (including Computer Science). Nominations will close on March 1, 2019.

The 2017-19 LSTA board will conduct their next board meeting on Saturday, January 26, 2019. One item on the agenda
will be putting the finishing touches on our next regional workshops to be conducted in the spring for Louisiana science
educators. These workshops will be free-of-charge for any LSTA member. If you are not a member, then your registration
fee will be an LSTA membership of $15 which will last until our next conference to be held in Baton Rouge November 4 i
6, 2019. Your regional representatives will be sending emails with details. Also, check the LSTA web site and we will post
details as they become available.

Finally, | want to remind everyone that LEAP 2025 for Science is operational this year. Please review the ScienceAssessment
Guides and have your students complete the Online Tools Training and the Practice Test It is never too early to begin
preparing our students for LEAP 2025!

| would like to wish you and yours a VERY Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Yours in SCIENCE EDUCATION,
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LSTA Honors Outstanding Educators and Travel Grant Winners

Each year LSTA honors up to seven outstanding formal and informal educators and awards up to 10 Travel Grants to
offset expenses associated with attending its annual conference. This year our organization recognized two dynamic
classroom teachers and five Travel Grant winners. The honorees were presented on October 23, 2018, during Full
STEAM Ahead, the LATM/LSTA conference held in Shreveport. They are as follows:
Essie Beck fARising Staro Science Education
Tyler Dufrene
Hahnville High School
Boutte, LA
LSTA Middle School Science Teacher of the Year
Lisa Swenson
Isidore Newman School
New Orleans, LA
LSTA Travel Grants
Andrea Ambrew
Minnie Ruffin Elementary School
Monroe, LA
Holly Gildig
Holden School
Holden, LA
Cecelia Gillam
Hahnville High School
Boutte, LA
Jennifer Green
R. K. Smith Middle School
Luling, LA
Lindsay Seely
Dutchtown High School
Geismar, LA
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Nominations Open for Presidential Awards

Nominations Open for Presidential Awards

The Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) are the Nation's highest

honors for teachers of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM, including computer science). The
Awards recognize outstanding K-12 teachers for their contributions in the classroom and to their profession. PAEMST
has planned numerous outreach activities to help support the nominees through the application process and to promote
the program. The current cycle is for secondary (7-12) educators. Online nominations for secondary science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics teachers are open through March 1, 2019, and may be submitted at www.paemst.org.

In order to be eligible for the program, the applicant must:

1

f
f

f
f

Teach science, technology, engineering, mathematics, and/or computer science as part of their contracted
teaching responsibilities at the 7-12 grade level in a public (including charter) or private school;

Hol d at | east a b a cabceetlitedrindtisutiod;e gr ee f r om an

Be full-time employees of the school or school district as determined by state and district policies, with

responsibilities for teaching students no less than 50% of the school 6 s al | otted i nstruct.i

Have at least five years of full-time employment as a K-12 teacher during which science, technology, engineering,

mat hemati cs, and/ or computer science has been a20@%r t

academic school year;

Teach in one of the 50 states, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Department of
Defense Education Activity schools, or the U. S. territories as a group (American Samoa, Guam, Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands, and U.S. Virgin Islands);

Be U.S. citizens or permanent residents; and

Not have received the PAEMST award at the national level in any prior competition or category.

Please contact Jan Graff (jlgraff@bellsouth.net) for additional information or clarification.
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LSTA/LATM Joint Conference: Full Steam Ahead

The joint conference was a huge success. A special thanks goes out to all who participated.
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Regional News

E Region | E

| Teachers from around theate gathered at the Joint LSTA/LATM
conference Oct. 224 to share their experiences and knowledge with
each other. This group of teachers is discussing new biology curriculum
materials in a session with Plaquemines teacbasg McMann

Please submit news for Region 1 to Casey McMann at cmcmann@ppsb.org.

E Region Il E

In 2019, the Louisiana Environmental Education Commission is bringing continuing education to you! Throughout the
upcoming year we'll be focusing on environmental efforts going on in each part of the state and are staging workshops
and/or tours in the major regions around Louisiana. These regional short courses will take place on Saturday, February 16,
2019and will be designed to provide continuing education for both formal and non-formal educators. Formal educators
may earn up to 7 Continuing Learning Units (CLUSs) in coursework that emphasizes hands-on experiences led by experts
in scientific fields. Additionally, the Louisiana Environmental Education Association will provide a $30 stipend to classroom
teachers that complete the course. Registration for short courses is $20, which includes lunch. For more information, visit
http://www.wif.louisiana.gov/2019-leec-regional-short-courses.

Congratulations to BASF for receiving the 2018 Outstanding Corporate
Support Awar dLoaisianda Assosiatiprecd Museumo s

conference! BASF Habdssaaward-winning, global program offered in

more than 30 countries to promote interest in chemistry through safe,
engaginghands-on experi ments. The goal of Ki
literacy by encouraging children to explore the connections between

chemistry and the world around them. At the Louisiana Art & Science

Museum,Ki ds6 Lab offers a wide variety of
demonstrations on the second and fourth weekends of every month for young
scientists and their accompanying [ ’

adults. Through the generous
support of BASF since 2011, over
15,000 schoolchildrenand 10, 000 public visitors
Lab chemistry workshops. Over 5,000 visitors have received free Museum
admission through BASF-sponsored First Sundays, and thousands more have
enjoyed Pop-up Science and Engineering Day activities. Their generosity has
made chemi stry education accessible
provided the resources for staff to more effectively impact the community. It is
an honor and a delight to Acreate ¢
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The Contemporary Physics Education Project (CPEP) has established the International CPEP Award for
Excellence in Teaching Contemporary Physics to recognize an educator working with high school or middle school
students, who has made outstanding achievements in teaching contemporary physics topics. Contemporary physics
topics include, but are not limited to, particle physics, nuclear physics, plasma physics, cosmology, fusion physics, and
gravitational waves. Please see www.CPEPphysics.org for more details on these topics.

20 Eighth graders from Live Oak Junior High School in Livingston
Parish were invited to attend GIS day in Baton Rouge. Geographical
Information Systems, GIS, holds a yearly international forum to
encourage the use of GIS technology to demonstrate real-world
applications. The students participated in spatial analysis activities,
tree mapping technology, and story mapping. Students also enjoyed
interacting with a giant Louisiana floor map in which they explored
distance, natural resources, and the major water sources.

Please submit news to your region 2 representative, Bianca Deliberto at bianca.deliberto@zacharyschools.org.
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E Region lll E
West St. John High school STEM Club participated in the Annual STEM fest at the Superdome
in New Orleans. Eight members of the club modeled and demonstrated several stem concepts
from chemical reactions, making 3-D models using doddle pens to robotics. The club president
oversaw preparations leading up to the event to make sure all projects were ready. The club
sponsor, Rochelle Darville, is excited about the clubots ir
the field of Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics. The team is looking forward to
the upcoming robotics competitions by First LEGO League and their Spring Community STEM
Night.

StudentsinDa wn S edlassmat_acache Middle School participated in a science investigation aimed at determining
why the population of Fiddler Crabs is changing around LUMCON. Students designed their own investigation and
determined what factors to look for and measure that would have the greatest impact on the crab population.

v

Ashley Townsend, STEM Teacher at Oak Grove Primary School, has
o = kept students very busy this year. Her first graders made observations

aboutsomehydr oponic herbs which is an extension of
investigation on whether plants need soil to grow. Fourth graders have
been working on an engineering unit from the Smithsonian involving the
_ -~ designing, constructing, and marketing of a fan. Students have a new
~ ~ - garden and a 2.0 weather station thanks to grants from Shell Geismar
andRubi con. Oak Grove Primaryds First LEGO League
something for all grade levels. Kindergartners are using BeeBots, and
students all grade levels are learning coding skills. Polly Glover, a board
member of The Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana spoke with the
Beta club about coastal land loss and saltwater encroachment. Following
the presentation, students planted coastal grass in the new garden to
allow for the study of root systems and erosion.

Ten FLL teams competed in a qualifying tournament for schools in Region
3. Students from Terrebonne and Lafourche Parish Schools and E-
Learning competed. Mulberry Elementary received Championship
recognition. Sixth Ward Middle School, Coteau-Bayou Blue Elementary,
Oakshire Elementary, and Mulberry Elementary all qualified for state
competition. A special thanks goes out to Ms. Lisa Ranney (Region 4)
and her FRC team (Team 3616) for organizing and hosting the event for the first FLL competition in the bayou region.

state = -~ =R

Please submit news for Region 3 to Tammy Brouillette at tammybrouillette@tpsd.org.
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