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The Essie Beck “Rising Star” Science Education Award

The Essie Beck Rising Star Science Education Award is presented by the Louisiana Science Teachers Association to one science teacher at any level (K-12) who has demonstrated exemplary science teaching. This may include performance in the development/use of instructional materials, design/implementation of curriculum, and/or fostering school-based or community-based instructional programs in science for a period of three to five years. This award is named for Essie Beck who devoted both her teaching career and retirement years to the improvement of science education in Louisiana. 

COMPOSITION OF AWARD

The award consists of a $400 cash award to be used in the teacher’s classroom or to defray expenses to participate in a regional or national science teachers convention, an award plaque, and recognition in the LASER.


RULES AND PROCEDURES 
1. The Applicant must be a full-time science teacher or full-time classroom teacher, with all the responsibilities of such a position and in the 3rd, 4th, or 5th year in the classroom.
2. The Applicant must be a LSTA member by August 1 of the year of application.  This can be verified by contacting the LSTA membership chairperson. 

3. The Applicant must prepare a description of his/her exemplary science technique(s), innovations, and/or program(s), not to exceed five (5) pages double-spaced in 8.5” x 11 format with a type size no smaller than 10 point font.  The exemplary teaching described must be the entrant’s original work but can be based on existing instructional materials. In addition, the applicant should provide a resume that includes formal education, participation in professional organizations, activities related to his/her role as an educator, and other pertinent information.  Supplemental sample documents are encouraged; however, please do not send videos or multi-media materials.
4. The Applicant should provide three to five letters of support from individuals who are familiar with the exemplary science teaching of the applicant and who can corroborate the teaching described.  Scanned letters or letters with electronic signatures are acceptable. 
Entries that do not meet the requirements will be disqualified.

All entry components must be electronically submitted no later than 12 midnight on            
September 14, 2020.

Submit application documents (preferably in one file) to Jan Graff (jlgraff@bellsouth.net).  The subject line should include the name of the applicant and The Essie Beck “Rising Star” Science Education Award.
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Application Form
(This form may be completed and scanned or submitted with electronic signatures.)
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________

                              (Dr., Mr., Mrs., Ms.)                   (First)                   (Middle)                   (Last)

Position Title: _______________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ______________________________________________________________________

                                   Street Address                                                                        City                  State                   Zip

Home Phone: ______________________________ School Phone: _____________________________

LSTA membership number: ____________________ LSTA member since:_______________________
Name of Principal/Supervisor:___________________________________________________________
School Name: _______________________________________________________________________

School Address: _____________________________________________________________________

                                    Street Address                                                                        City                  State                   Zip
I certify that the exemplary teaching program described in this application is of my own design.

_____________________________________________________________________________

                 Signature of Applicant                                               Date

I certify that the above applicant is a full-time classroom teacher.

______________________________________________________________________________

                Signature of Principal or Supervisor                          Date

Entries that do not meet the requirements will be disqualified.

All entry components must be electronically submitted no later than 12 midnight on              September 14, 2020.

Submit the application documents (preferably in one file) to Jan Graff (jlgraff@bellsouth.net).  The subject line should include the name of the applicant and The Essie Beck “Rising Star” Science Education Award.
